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‘Mr. BRADY: It is all very well for the
Government to falk about attracting
private capital to this State. It does not
seem to be caming here: and in any case,
I issue a warning to the Government in
that regard. Rather than attract such
capital I think it would be better if we
could finance our gwn projects.

Mr. Brand: Tell me how.

Mr. BRADY: I would like to see the
Siate Electricity Commission extending its
activities in order that electricity could be
provided in the far-flung parts of the State
and then the people in those areas could
improve their amenities.

This would have many advantages: the
pecple would have betier amenities and
they would be able to effeet economies and
s0 increase production. As far as I ecan
see, that is the only way this State will get
out of its dilemma. I think we should do
the job ourselves rather than look to over-
seas investors. As one of the judges in
the A.CTU. case in Melbourne said, “It
is all very well to talk about £200,000,000
coming to the Commonwealth by way of
investments; we have to remember that
£10,000,000 has to be found to go out of
Australia when that money comes in.”

I think the Government should try to
effect economies in Government depart-
ments and try to create activity on the
part of the State Electricity Commission
and similar undertakings so that we can
save money in Western Australia and re-
duce our production costs.

Mr. Brand: That is why we have changed
over to contract work,

Mr. BRADY: There is also the question
of water supplies in my electorate. If a
water supply could be provided for the
Caversham ares, it would enable the people
in that area to produce goods which could
be exported overseas and thus help us
to meet our overseas commitments. I hope
the Minister for Works can give considera-
tion to the requirements of the people in
that area and that a water supply will be
made available at the earliest opportunity
for the primary producers in my electorate.

It was & shocking thing to hear the
Government state in reply to a question
that it costs £7 10s. per week to keep a
man in Fremantle gaol, whereas a man
on social services gets only £3 5s. I think
the Government should have a loak at
that matter to see whether it can create
emploayment for those unemployed single
men—and for the married men, too—to
prevent them being incarcerated in Fre-
mantle Gaol because they had to do some-
thing to help themselves. There is a good
deal of concern in my electorate about the
unemployed position; and as late as Friday
of last week, some unemployed people were
thinking of marching from Midland Junc-
tion to Perth to try to point out to the
Government the serious position that is
being created in the Midland Junection
area.
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The position is becoming more alarming
now that the rallways men are realising
that work which should be done in the
Midiand Junction Workshops is being
given to outside companies, when the
workshops were builé originally to carry
out work for the Railway Department.

Mr. Brand: What do you think the other
works were built for?

Mr. BRADY: I hope the Government
will have regard for the serious position
and try to do something along the lines -
I have suggested by building schools and
hospitals, doing drainage and sewerage
work, providing electricity and water supply
extensions, opening up new quarries, and
carrying out maintenance work so that
men cah be usefully employed rather than
sent to Fremantle Gaol because they have
endeavoured to get money by some illegal
means. ‘

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
In Committee

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading

Bill read a third time and transmitted
to the Council.

House adjourned at 11.41 p.m.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

POLICE FORCE
Numerical Strength, elc.
i. The Hon. J. M. A. CUNNINGHAM
asked the Minister for Mines:

Will the Minister provide the
House with the following informa-
tion concerning the Police Force
for the years ended the 30th June,
1957, 1958, and 1959 respectively—
(1) The numerical strength at
each of the above dates?
(2) The intake of new members

in each year?
(3) The number of dismissals?
(4) The number of resigna-

tions?
(5) The number of retire-
ments through age, or on

medical grounds?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
1957 1958 1959

1) 970 988 1,056

2y 27 40 110

(3) 1 2 3

4) 17 11 18

(5) ki 9 20

ROAD MAINTENANCE

Geraldton-Northampton and Geraldion-
Yuna Sections

2. The Hon. A, R. JONES asked the
Minister for Local Government:

With reference to the roads
from—
(1) Geraldton to Northampton;
and

(2) Geraldton to Yuna—

will he advise the amount of
money—
(a) expended by the Main
Roads Department during
the financial years 1957-58
and 1958-59;

(1> (b) Geraldton to North-

hampton: £89,100,
2) Geraldton to Yuna:
£32,020,

(¢c) At this date no firm
estimates have been
prepared.

KALGOORLIE EXPRESS.

Curtailment of Services

3. The Hon. J. J. GARRIGAN asked the

Minister for Mines:

(1) Is it the intention of the Govern-
ment to further curtail the num-
ber of passenger trains from Perth
to Kalgoorlie?

(2) Will the Government give con-
sideration to having the Perth-
Kalgoorlie express on Thursdays
restored to service prior io the

forthecoming racing carnival at
Kalgoorlie?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
(1) No.

(2) Arrangements have already heen
made to run the 4.55 p.m. Perth-
Kalgoorlie express and 7 p.um.
Kalgoorlie-Perth  express pas-
senger trains on Thursdays, the
20th and the 27th August, and
the 3rd September.

OIL SEARCH
Further Erploration of Rough Range Area

4. The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND asked
the Minister for Mines:

In reply to questions concerning
the discovery of flowing oil near
Exmouth Gulf in 1953, the Min-
ister advised that the deposit was
proved to be very small; it was
of no economic importance; the
present leaseholders had ceased
drilling qperations in the locality
two years ago; and he still con-
siders the area is prospective.

With that information and the
knowledge that Australian tax-
payers do now substantially sub-
sidise private enterprise in its
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search for oil, will the Govern-
ment take action necessary to
allow other bona fide oil search
companies to further explore the
Rough Range area?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:

The present company has spent
a vast sum in examining and ex-
ploring this area and has estab-
lished that some oil exists therein.
With its new partner, Shell, it is
now reappraising all geologieal,
geophysical and drilling data as
a basis for future operations., Its
outlay work and results warrant
it being permitted to review and
retest the area.

STATE TRADING CONCERNS

Disposal of Wyndham Meatworks and
Robb’s Jetly Works

5. The Hon, F. J. 5. WISE asked the
Minister for Mines:
As the Government is obviously
evading a direct answer on the
subject of any likely disposal of
Wyndham Meat Works and Robbs
Jetty Works, will he state clearly
when and where the Government’s
palicy on State Trading Concerns
has been so clearly stated as to al-
low ng misinterpretation of the
Government's intentions in regard
to the two concerns mentioned?

'The Haon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
The Government’s policy on State
trading concerns was clearly sta-
ted in the Premier's policy speech.
The Government will announce
any intentions it may have in re-
gard to any particular concern
when it considers the time is ap-
propriate to do so.

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE

ROYAL COMMISSIONERS’ POWERS
ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Tabling of File 281/56

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND gsked
the Minister for Mines:
Will he table the file containing
the Crown Solicitor’s opinion from
which he quoted when we debated
the Royal Commissioners’ Powers
Act Amendment Bill last night.

The Hon. A, F, GRIFFITH replied:
I have no objection to tabling
the file provided the honcurable
member 1s referring to file No.
281/58.
The Hon. P. J. S. Wise: That is the only
one from which you quoted.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Yes.

2%

SUPPLY BILL, £21,000,000
Standing Orders Suspension

THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (Suburban
—Minister for Mines) [4.39]1: I move:—

That so much of the Standing
Orders be suspended so as to enable a
Supply Bill to be taken on receipt
of a message from the Legislative
Assembly, and to have precedence each
day before the Address-in-reply. and
to be passed through all stages at
any one sitting.

Yesterday, when the House sat, I gave
notice of my intention to move for the
suspension of Standing Orders to enable
us to deal with the Supply Bill which, I
had anticipated, would reach the Chamber
some time today, or perhaps tomorrow. I
understand that the matter is being de-
bated; it may have even been concluded in
another place last night, and it could come
here by message shortly. It is the normal
practice to ask the House to agree to the
suspension of Standing Orders so that a
Supply Bill may be intraduced.

When the Bill arrives I propose to move
the second reading and, if Mr. Strickland
wishes to ask for an adjournment, I will
have no objection whatever, because I
realise members frequently take the Supply
Bill as an opportunity to discuss a number
of diversified matters, as is generally done
during the debate on the motion for the
adoption of the Address-in-reply. I do not
think there is any necessity for me to say
anything further. I believe that honourable
members will consider the suspension of
Standing Orders to be justifiable for the

-purpose of introducing this Bill.

Question put and passed.

First Reading

Received from the Assembly and, on
motion by the Hon. A. P. Grifith (Minis-
ter for Mines), read a first time.

Second Reading

THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (Suburban
—Minister for Mines) [4.43] in moving the
second reading said: I thought it appro-
priate that as I sat down after asking the
House to agree to my motion to suspend
Standing Orders to deal with this Bill, the
message was brought to the Bar of the
House by the Sergeant-at-Arms. I think
the best thing would be to deal with it at
this point of time,

There is little need for me to advise
members that it is necessary each year
to pass one or more Supply Bills to enable
the services of the State to be carried on,
pending the preparation and passing of
the Estimates in another place. Last year,
a sum of £21,000,000 was granted hy the
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first Supply Act. This year, the same
amount is requested, and the details are
the same. These details are—

£
Consolidated Revenue 15,000,000
General Loan Fund 4,000,000
Advance to Treasurer 2,000,000
£21,000,000

The Estimates for 1959-60, which will
give full details of the revenue and ex-
penditure for the present financial year,
are in course of preparation, and will be
introduced in another place as early as
possible. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

On motion by the Hon. A. R. Jones, de-
bate adjourned.

ROYAL COMMISSIONERS’ POWERS
ACT AMENDMENT BILL

In Commilttee

Resumed from the previous day. The
Hon. W. R. Hall in the Chair; the Hon.
A. F. Griffith (Minister for Mines) in
charge of the Bill.

Clause 3—Sections 12-16 added:

The CHAIRMAN: Progress was reported
on the clause afier the Hon. H. C. Strick-
land had moved the following amend-
ment :—

Page 3, line 12—Add after the word
“provisicns’ the following words:—

and do not limit or abridge the
provisions of sections one hundred
and twenty-seven and one hun-
dred and twenty-eight of the
Criminal Code Act, 1913.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Yesterday
evening I asked that progress be reported
so that I could obtain the opinion of the
Crown Law officers in connection with this
amendment. For the information of mem-
hers I would like to read the opinion of
the Parliamentary Draftsman, which is as
follows:—

The portion of clause 12 (3) of the
above Bill which is relevant to the pro-
posed amendment provides—

. . & witness . . . before a Rayal
Commission . . . is subject to the
same liabilities in any . . . crimi-
nal proceedings, as a witness in

proceedings in the Supreme
Court.
Clause 14 reads—

The provisions of sections

twelve and thirteen do not limit
or abridge any privilege, protec-
tion or immunity existing apart
from those provisions.

Clause 14 in its terms neither ex-
pressly or by implication affects the
criminal liability of a person who con-
travenes section 128 of the Criminal
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Code, and a witness before a Royal
Commission has no privilege, protec-
tion or immunity under clause 14. If
he contravenes section 128 of the Crim-
inal Code he is liable to the penalty
therein imposed.

The effect of clause 12 (3) as
1 see it is that a witness before a Royal
Commission is subject to the same
liabilities in any eriminal proceeding
as a witness in proceedings in the
Supreme Court. The efiect of this
subclause is that if the withess gives
false testimony, section 124 of the
Criminal Code would apply and under
section 125 he would he liable to a
maximum penalty of 14 vears far per-
jury instead of being liable under sec-
tion 127 of the Code. The penalty un-
der that secfion is a maximum penalty
of seven years.

The position is, as I thought it was yes- .
terday, that proposed new section 14 has
no relevancy to the amendment, but that
sections 127 and 128 of the Criminal Code
have relevancy to proposed new section
12 (3) inasmuch as the persen concerned
is subject to the same liabilities in any
criminal proceeding as a witness in pro-
ceedings in the Supreme Court. The
amendment is unnecessary as it will not
make any difference to the Bill. I hope
the Leader of the Opposition will see the
point.

The Hon. H. €. STRICKLAND: I am
sorry 1 cannot agree with the Minister.
I do not propose to put myself in the posi-
tion of definitely disagreeing with the
Parliamentary Draftsman, but having had
some experience of the Crown Law Depart-

. ment, I feel that the opinions there are

rarely unanimous, I am rather disap-
pointed that the opinion of the Solici-
tor-General was not received, because he
is the head of the department.

In my cpinion, proposed new section 14
is a saving clause. In case the Parlia-
mentary Draftsman, or anyone else,
missed anything in the provisions of the
Bill, this clause has been included to pro-
vide immunity; it has not been included
to cover false evidence or To cover mem-
bers of the public who may be vilified
by false evidence. The purpose of in-
troducing the measure is to make
absolutely sure of the position with regard
to the responsibilities and powers of any-
one brought before a Commission. It
was also infroduced to deal with the
powers of Royal Commissioners. That was
the purpose included in the Crown Solici-
tor's minute of 1956, which the Minister
read. It was admitted that there was a
doubt, and in order to overcome the posi-
tion in 1956, a request was made that the
Act be looked into. If there is a doubt,
and apparently there is because the Parlia-
mentary Draftsman says he “feels,” or
something,; he is not definite—
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The Hon. A. P. Griffith: He is most
definite,

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: He sald
something about “feeling.”

The Hon. A. F. Grifith: No.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: It is a
pity the Minister did not provide us with
copies of this document.

The Hon., A. P. Griffith: Like you pro-
vided us with copies of the amendment that
you gave me at 11 o'clock last night!

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: The
Minister was supplied with a copy of the
amendment.

The Hon. A. F. Grifith: That is right,
but there was not much time.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: To get
back to my reasons for insisting upon my
amendment, I say again that if there is
a doubt, let us overcome it by putting this
provision in the measure. I think that
what Mr. Heenan pointed out last night
proves conclusively that the Parliamentary
Draftsman’s version of the amendment—
if I understand it correctly—is not abso-
lutely right. The Parliamentary Drafts-
man dealt with Section 124 of the Criminal
Code, whereas this section deals with per-
jury. The Crown Law Department also
holds that a Royal Commission is not a
judicial proceeding. To cover that point,
the department, no doubt through the
Solicitor-General of the day, had section
129 inserted in the Criminal Code. This
section provides—

Any person who, in the course of
an examination before a Royal Com-
mission—

That is as clear a5 day—

—knowingly gives a false answer to
any lawful and relevant question . . ..
is liable to imprisonment.

Surely if the coriginal intention of the Bill
is to protect everyone concerned in Royal
Commissions, the Minister cannot validly
object to the inclusion of this amendment,
because it will protect the general public;
or organisations; or anyone at all who may
bhe vilified, but who would otherwise have
no redress.

1 ask the Committee to consider the
matter in the serious vein in which it
should be considered, bhecause when we
find written into the Criminal Code of
1913 a section t¢ deal with perjury-—which
is distinet from false evidence bhefore a
Royal Commission—this provision should
be written into the Bill before us. In
each instance quoted by the Minister, of
protection being written into the Acts of
other States, the liabilities are also in-
cluded. I remember the Minister definitely
mentioning perjury in one of them. If it
is held in the State to which the Minister
was then referring—whichever one it is—
that Royal Commissions are judicial bodies,
then perjury obviously applies. But, in
any case, it is written into the Act.
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In Western Australia, however, it is not
written into the Act; and it is necessary
to look to other Acts. If the relevant Act
is mentioned in the Bill-—as my amend-
ment suggests—people will know their re-
sponsibilities, and there will be no doubt
abput the position. The protection which
the Government desires to give people ap-
pearing before Royal Commissions will be
extended to cover everyone.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I respect
the honourable member’s belief in this
matter, but I point out that in the opinion
of the Parliamentary Draftsman, the hon-
ourable member’s interpretation of the
clause is not correct. I draw members’
attention to proposed new section 14. The
amendment that Mr. Strickland has put
forward has no relevancy io this clause.
The Crown Law opinion states that no
privilege, protection or immunity is
abridged in any shape or form. That is
what I said last night was my opinion.
The Parliamentary Draftsman goes on to
say that the amendment which the hon-
ourable member has moved has no rele-
vancy to proposed new section 14, but to
proposed new section 12 (3). The last
paragraph of proposed new section 12 (3)
states—

Subject to this Act, a witness sum-
moned to attend or appear hefore a
Royal Commission has the same pro-
tection, and is, in addition to the
penalties provided by this Act, sub-
jeet to the same liabilities in any
civil or criminal proceedings, as a wit-
ness in proceedings in the Supreme
Court.

That is plainly the position. I apologise
for this opinion from the Crown Law De-
partment being so late, but the ques-
tion was sent to the department this
morning with the request that the in-
formation be given. I suppose that the
officers of that department have other
matters to attend to besides waiting around
for questions like this.

The Hon. H. C. Strickland: I thought
that was why they went to the legal con-
vention.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I shall let
that go. Obviously I am not able to con-
vince Mr. Strickland that my view is the
right one although, on this occasion, it
happens to coincide with the opinion of
the Parliamentary Draftsman. I realise
that that does not make it perfect, either.

The Hon. H. C. Strickland; Yet you
object to this going in.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Yes, be-
cause it is completely unnecessary and
would have no application to the section
in which the honourable member seeks to
insert it. I will leave it to members to
judge for themselves, but I hope they will
not agree to the amendment.
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The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: This morning
I spent considerable time looking at this
matter and at first I was tempted to think
Mr. Strickland's suggestion was a wise one,
But I too came to the conclusion that his
amendment might be relevant only if
the new section in which he wanted to
include his amendment had contained the
word “liabilities” as well as “immunities.”
But so far as I can see the whole Bill is de-
signed to protect and give immunity to wit-
nesses and other people. If an individual
who appears as a witness at a Royal Com-
missioh commits perjury, obviously he com-
mits & criminal offence. I do not know
whether the Royal Commissioner would lay
any charges against him but the police
certainly would have to act under criminal
law.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: It would be

referred to the Crown Law Department,
I think.

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: Although I
am keen to see that the legislation is
complete, and 1 dislike the idea of having
to go from one Act to another to find out
what is happening, I think that in this case
the correct place to insert the provision
is in the Criminal Code. Therefore I in-
tend to oppose the amendment because 1
believe that what the Minister has said is
correct.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: Advice
from the Parliamentary Draftsman is that
proposed new section 14 is not relevant
to subsection (3) of proposed new section
12,

Hon. A. F. Griffith: No. I said that in
the opinion of the Crown Law Depariment
your amendment was not relevant to pro-
posed new section 14.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: It will
have no limit on the provisions mentioned
in subsection (3) of broposed new section
12,

The Hon. L. A. Logan: It has none at
the moment.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: Because
the Parliamentary Draftsman apparently
doubts whether the legislation is perfect,
he has added the saving section.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Which is that?

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: Proposed
new section 14.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I would not like
to have you appearing for me.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: When
the Minister introduced the Bill he said
that it was something additional and that it
extended the provision regarding immuni-
ties. How the Parliamentry Drai{sman can
claim that the amendment is irrelevant,
and then further down in his opinion
state that it is relevant to subsection (3)
of proposed new section 12, I do not know,
If anybody can work that one out he is
pretty good. The Minister has said that
my amendment is not relevant to proposed

[COUNCIL.)

new section 14, which refers to proposed
new section 12, and yet he says it is rele~
vant to subsection (3) of proposed new sec-
tion 12. I cannot work it out.

I have known of differences of opinion
in the Crown Law Department; there are
always differences of opinion between legal
men. All I am asking members to do is
exactly what the Government set out to
do—make perfectly clear in this legis-
lation the exact immunities that a person
appearing before a Commission is entitled
to expect. I cannot see why the Minister or
anyone else should object to that.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Just in case
I used any word in the English language
which may have placed an incorrect inter-
pretation upon the Crown Law opinion, I
will read again what the Chief Parliamen-
tary Draftsman has to say. He states—

Clause 14 reads—

The provisions of sections 12
and 13 do not limit or abridge any
privilege, protection or immunity
existing apart from those pro-
visions.

In the opinion he has underlined the words
“privilege, protection or immunity,” His
opinion continues—

Clause 14 in its terms neither ex-
pressly or by implication affects the
criminal liability of a person who con-
travenes section 128 of the Criminal
Code, and a witness before a Royal
Commission has no privilege, protection
or immunity under clause 14, If he
contravenes section 128 of the Criminal
Code he is liable to the penalty therein
imposed.

The effect of clause 12 (3) as I see
it is that a witness before a Royal
Commission is subject to the same
liabilities in any criminal proceeding
as a witness in proceedings in the
Supreme Court. The effect of this
subclause is that if the witness gives
false testimony, section 124 of the
Criminal Code would apply and under
section 125 he would be liable to &
maximum penalty of 14 years for per-
jury instead of being liable under sec-
tion 127 of the Code. The penalty
under that section is a maximum
penalty of seven years.

As that opinion conflicts with Mr. Strick-
land’s opinion, 1 leave it to members to
decide for themselves.

The Hon. H. €. STRICKLAND: The
ruling of the Crown Law Department. and
the one accepted by the legal profession.
is that a Royal Commission is not a judicial
body.

The Hon. A. P. Griffith: That has
nothing to do with it.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: It has
this much to do with it: Perjury applies
only in proceedings before a judicial body.
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That is why section 124 is in the Criminal
Code. It deals expressly with false state-
ments before a Royal Commission.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I think you
ought to read section 124 again.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: It dis-
tinctly says, "Any person who in any
judicial proceeding.” A Royal Commission
is not a judicial proeeeding, and, therefore,
perjury could not apply.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Do you mean
that perjury cannot apply in the case of
Royal Commissions?

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: It says
50,

The Hon. J. M. A. Cunningham: People
give evidence on oath before a Royal Com-
mission.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: I ask
Mr. Heenan to express an opinion; he
could explain it better than I can.

The Hon. A, F. Griffith: That would not
be hard.

The Hon, H. C. STRICKLAND: There is
no need to talk in that vein.

The CHAIRMAN: I ask the Leader of
the Opposition to keep to the amendment
before the Chair. Most of the speeches
have been bordering on tedious repetition,
angd I think some finality should be reached
s0 that our business can be proceeded with,

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: We are
endeavouring to give the matter serious
consideration hecause it is a serious mat-
ter. Persons who appear before a Royal
Commission and give false evidence are
liable to seven years' imprisonment, but
a person who commits perjury while giv-
ing evidence in a major criminal case is
liable to 14 years; or life if it is a murder
charge. There is a greai distinction be-
tween the penaltlies. For the reascns I
have given I hope members will agree
to my amehdment.

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN: Proposed new
section 14 means that whatever statutes
are in operation in Western Australia, the
provisions of new sections 12 and 13 of this
Act will not limit or prejudice those stat-
utes. Mr Strickland wants to reduce the
effect of those other statutes to two sec-
tions of the Criminal Code.

The Hon. H. C. Strickland: That is in-
correct.

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN; That is the ef-
fect of the amendment. Proposed new
section 14 includes all statutes which are
in force, as well as the provisions in pro-
posed new sections 12 and 13.

The Hon. H, C. Strickland: Are you pre-
pared to take out of the Bill the responsi-
bility of witnesses?

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN: All the statutes
in this State will apply. Mr. Strickland is
trying to read into proposed new section 14
the two sections in the Criminal Code to
which he referred.
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The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: The pro-
posed new section will do all that the
Minister says, and will not limit or abridge
any privilege, protection or immunity exist-
ing apart, contained in sections 127 and
128 of the Criminal Code.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: The Bill says that,
and it means everything will stand.

The Heon. H. C. STRICKLAND: All I am
asking is that the Bill shall not limit any
responsibility which already exists. The
only sections in the Criminal Code refer-
ring to responsibility are section 127 cov-
ering false evidence, and section 128 cov-
ering threats to witnesses.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Are those
the only two in the Criminal Code?

The Hon, H, €. STRICKLAND: If the
honourable member knows of more, they
could also be included in the Bill. Section
127 of the Criminal Code is designed to
keep witnesses on the right track, while
section 128 is designed to protect witnesses
from being threatened or bullied. I can
imagine opposition from members who are
anxious to pass this Bill, because section
128 of the code provides that ne person
shall damnify other people. That word is
pretty embracing. Every witness who ap-
pears before a Royal Commission should
be made aware of his responsibilities. Had
this Bill not been introduced I would not
have known my responsibility if I had to
appear as a witness; but I do now since the
matter has been brought up in this Cham-
ber.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: We get to
the point where the honourable member
admits he is not concerned with proposed
new sectlon 14 in respect of immunity,;
he is only interested in the amendment
from the point of view of liability.

The Hon. H. C. Strickland: From both.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: That is
debatable.

The Hon. H. C. Strickland: At no time
have I opposed proposed new section 14.

The Hon. A. P. GRIFFITH: I did not
intimate that the honourable member op-
posed it. There is in existence a section
in the Evidence Act which covers wit-
nesses appearing before Select Committees,
and it prescribes what shall happen if they
meke false statements, although they are
not under gath,

The Hon. H. C. Strickland: Why not in-
clude that provision in the Bill?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: The fact
that perjury can be committed only in a
Judicial issue is not correct. Perjury can
be committed by a persen giving evidence
under gath. I am informed that witnesses
appearing before the Royal Commission
will be under oath. That being the case,
whether the proceedings are judicial or
otherwise, the offence of perjury is applic-
able to the Criminal Code. Proposed new
section 12 (3) prescribes that.
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The Hon. H, ¢. STRICELAND: I am
prepared to leave this matter to the judge-
ment of the Committee. I trust that the
further safeguard I have enumerated will
be included in the Bill.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes—10.

Hon. E. M. Davies Hon. H. C Strickland

Hon. J. J. Garrigan Hen. J. D, Teahan

Hon. B, M, Heenan Hon. R. Thompson

Hon. R. . Hutchison Hon. F. J. 5. Wise

Hon. G. E. Jeflery Hon. F. R, H. Lavery
{Telter.)

Noes—14,

Hon, C. R. Abbey Hon. G, C, MacKinnon

Hon. L. C. Diver Hon. R. C. Mattlske

Hon, A. F. Griffith Hon. J. Murray

Hon. J. G. Hislop Hon. C. H., Simpson

Hon. A. R. Jones Hon. H. K. Watson

Hon. L, A, Logan Hon. F. D. Willmott

Hon. A. L. Loton Hon. J. Cunntngham
{Teller.}

Pairs,
Ayes. Noes.
Hon, G. Bennetts Hon. J. M. Thomson
Hon. W. F. Willesee Hon. H. L. Roche

Majority against—4,
Amendment thus negatived.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: I move
an amendment—

Page 3, line 29—Insert before the

word “interrupt” the word “wilfully.”

It is an offence to interrupt the proceed-
ings of a Royal Commission under the pro-
visions in this clause. It is thought that
the word *“wilfully” should be included.
The Leader of the Opposition in another
place mentioned during the second reading
that he intended to move this amend-
ment, and the Attorney-General said it
was reasonable and acceptable. Evidently
the amendment was overlooked, and I have
heen requested to insert it in this Chamber,

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I know
nothing of the situation which arose in
another place, nor do I think we should
refer to it, whether it be in writing or im-
blied. The Attorney-General did not in-
dicate to me, when I was going through
the Bill with him, that he was prepared
to agree to the amendment now before us.
It is unnecessary to include the word "wil-
fully” in this provision although it is neces-
sary to include the word "wilfully” before
the word “insult,” because a person can
insult another without doing so wilfully,

The best example I can give is this: I
had no intention of insulting Mr. Strick-
land when I said something was not true.
In saying what I said I did insult him, but
not wilfully. On another occasion Mr.
Wise stated that something I said was not
true. He insulted me although I realised
he did not do it wilfully. To insult wilfully
is to commit an offence in the terms ex-
pressed; that is purposely or wilfully in-
sult. The matter of interrupting the pro-
ceedings of a Royal Commission is alto-
gether different. I can best illustrate this
point by referring to our Standing Order
No. 398 which states that no member shall

[COUNCIL.]

interrupt another member who is speaking.
I do not think there is any need to discuss
the matter further. It is unnecessary ver-
biage to add this word, and I oppose it.

The Hon. E. M. HEENAN. The fact
that the word is not incorporated in &
Standing Order does not necessarily mean
that it is right or wrong. I can conceive
of occasions where proceedings could bhe
interrupted, not wilfully, and of occasions
when persons could insult someone inno-
cently or wilfully. Only a little while ago,
in the course of the debate—I did not hear
the remark myself—I understand that the
Minister insulted me, and I gather it was
wilfully.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I am sure it
was not. Why should I want to wilfully
insult you?

The Hon. E. M. HEENAN: I did not
hear what the Minister said myself but
I understand he made some remark con-
cerning me which could only be regarded
as an insult.

Point of Order

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: On a Point
of Order, Mr. Chairman, I have not the
slightest recollection of saying anything of
an insulting nature about the honourable
member. I have had no reason to do s0, and
if he could tell me what I said I shall with-
draw it willingly, but I think he is under
a. misapprehension; or at lzast I hope he is.

The Hon. E. M. HEENAN: I did not
hear it myseli—perhaps fortunately.

Committee Resumed

The Hon. E. M. HEENAN: I fully agree
with the Leader of the Opposition that
the word “wilfully" should precede the word
“interrupt,” and we can all conceive of
occasions when proceedings could be inter-
rupted unwittingly. At present, the pro-
vision would apply. To remove any doubt
the word should be inseried.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: 'The
Minister is certainly most unco-operative.
He absolutely refuses to accept any amend-
ment. Whilst I did strain the latitude
of the Committee by making an explana-
tion when moving the amendment, what
I said is printed in Hansard. However,
the Minister says it is absolutely unneces~
sary. In section 104 of our Criminal Code
is the provision that any person who wil-
fully interrupts, obstructs, or disturbs any
proceedings at any election, is guilty of
an offence.

Surely to goodness it is not at all out
of order, or stupid, to insert the word
“wilfully’” before the word “interrupts”
in connection with a Royal Commission.
One can accidentally interrupt, not neces-
sarily in the proceedings, but also out-
side. Someone can wilfully put a bhag
of sand amongst the proceedings, or some-
thing like that. There was a stone wilfully
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thrown through one of these windows in
1930. I certainly feel there is a big
difference between merely Interrupting
and wilfully interrrupting. If the word is
included in the Criminal Code, surely it
is good enough to be included in conneec-
{ion with a Royal Commission.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: It seems
logical to me to accept the fact that the
Royal Commissioner is in a parallel posi-
tion to you, Mr. Chairman, or the Presi-
dent, or anybody else who is in charge of a
House or proceedings. He must maintain
order. We interrupt each other across the
floor of this House and I should say that
at times it is wilfully done. In our
own Standing Orders it has not been found
necessary fo add this provision, nor has
the Parliamentary Draftsman or Mr.
Strickland found it necessary to move that
the word be inserted in subsection (3);
but the application is exactly the same.

The Hon. H. C. Strickland: Insulting
language is insulting language without be-
ing witful,

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: It need not
necessarily be. I am frankly inwardly
perturbed that—. I would not joke about
this if I were you, Mr. Strickland, because
I am not joking.

The Hon. H. C. Strickland: I was laugh-
ing about the “inwardly perturbed.”

The CHAIRMAN: I think the Minister
should continue the debate.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I am per-
turbed to think that I may have unknow-
ingly insulted Mr. Heenan, and I say to
him, with all sincerity, that if he will have
a private conversation with me concern-
ing this matter I shall appreciate it very
much, because I do not want to insult any
honourable member in this House. This
present amendment is definitely not neces-
sary.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes—10.

Hon. E. M. Davles Hon. H. C. Strickiland

Hon. J. J. Garrigan Hon. J. D. Teahan

Hon, E, M. Heenan Hon. R. Thompson

Hon. G. E. Jeflery Hon. F, J, 8. 50

Hon, F. R, H. Lavery Hon. R, F, Hutchison
(Teiler.)

Noes—1i4.

Hon. C. R. Abbey Hon. G, C. MacKinnen

Hon. J. Cunningham Hon. R, C. Mattiske

Hon, L, C. Dlver Hon. J. Murray

Hon. A. F. Grifith Hon, C. H. Simpson

Hon. J. G. Hislop Hon. H, K. Watson

Hon. A. R. Jones Hon. F, D. Wilimott

Hon, L. A, Logan Hon. A. L. Loton
(Teller.)

Palrs.
Ayes. Noes.
Hon. G. Bennetts Hon. J, M. Thomson
Hon. W. F. Willesee Hon. H. L. Roche

Majority against—4,
Amendment thus negatived.
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Clause put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Aves—14.

Hon. C. R, Abbey Hon. 3. C. MacEinnon

Hon. L. C. Diver Hon, R. C. Mattiske

Hon. A. ¥. Grifiith Hon. J. Murray

Hon, J. G, Hislop Hon. €. H. Slmpson

Hon. A. R. Jones Hon. H. K. Watson

Hon. L. A, Logan Hon. F. D, Willmott

Hon. A. L. Loton Hon. J. Cunningham
(Telier.)

Noes—10.

Hon, E, M, Davies Hon. F¥. B. H. Lavery

Hon. J. J. Garrigan Hon. H. C. Strickland

Hon. E. M. Heenan Hon. J. D. Teahan

Hon. R. F. Hutchison Hon. F. J. 8. Wise

Hon. G, E, Jefery Hon. R. Thotpson
(Teller.}

Pairs.
Ayes. Noes.
Hon. J. M. Thomson Hon. G. Bennetts
Hon. H. L. Roche Hon. W. F. Willesee

Majerity for—i
Clause thus passed.

Clause 4:

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: When
Mr. Watson was debating this measure he
drew attention to the fact that it con-
tained restrictions on eriticism of either
the Royal Commissioner or his report; and
he was concerned as to how long those
prohibitions of eriticism would last. There
will be other sessions of Parliament and
honourable members, under the privilege
of Parliament, will he able to criticise the
Commissioner for his report; but people
outside of Parliament will have to be very
careful what they say in that regard, and
will have to ensure that they do not, either
by writing, speech, or any other act, bring
the Royal Commission or any member
thereof into disrepute. As that provision
is to remain until December of next year,
I thought the honourable member might
have some views to express on the matter.

Clause put and passed
Postponed clause 2, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and
the report adopted

Third Reading

THE HON. A, F. GRIFFETH (Suburban
—Minister for Mines) [5.50]1: I move—
That the Bill be now read a third

time.

Point of Order

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: I rise
to ask your ruling on a point of order,
Mr. President. About one hour ago I asked
the Minister in charge of the House whether
a certain flle would bhe tabled. The file
has not been tabled, although in the mean-
time I have made, two requests to view it
and those requests have been refused. What
is your ruling, Mr. President, in regard to
the tabling of a file, when the Minister
has already consented to table it?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Before you
proceed, Mr, President, might I say that
the honourable memher asked would I
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table the file and I said I would. If he was
referring to Premier's Department file No,
281/56, I said I would table it at the end
of the debate, and he accepted that under-
taking.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: 1 ask
your ruling, Mr. President, on the point
I have raised.

The PRESIDENT: I think it is in the
hands of the House to determine that
matter,

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I shall table
the file now; but when the honourable
member asked for it, it was a document
to which I was referring during the course
of the debate.

The file was tabled.
Debate Resumed

THE HON. F. J, 8. WISE (North) [§.52]:
Before the third reading of the Bill is
agreed to, Mr. President, it is my desire
to draw attention to certain aspects of
the debate which has taken place on this
measure; aspects which to me constituted
an affront to this House; and which were
certainly far removed from the anticipated
ethics of normal debate. This Bill, and
the only other measure introduced prior
to it this session, were claimed to be mat-
ters of urgency. All the members of this
House, on hearing the explanation of the
Minister in regard to that urgency, pre-
ferred to deal with those measures as ur-
gent matters, as this House undoubtedly
does when occasion arises from time to
{ime—as such occasions undoubtedly must.

At any time when a Bill is acknow-
ledged to be urgent, the House will agree
to its being dealt with as such; and the
onus is on the Minister in charge of the
measure to prove the necessity for its
being so dealt with, in the speech that
he makes when introducing it. There is
on hirn the onus to give in full all the
knowledge he has in justification of its
introduction; and the responsibility is his
to tell all of the story at that time, and
thoroughly to explain the Bill on the sec-
ond reading.

In the case of the measure now before
us, the only opportunity for members to
know in detail what the Minister said, was
for them to take copious notes of his
speech; because there was no other oppor-
tunity afforded them. My Leader, the
Leader of the Opposition in this Cham-
ber, was of course provided with the nor-
mal printed or typed copy of the speech
—the typed speech which a Minister uses
when introducing a measure; but that is
not of necessity the speech the Minister
makes.

In this instance the Minister departed
from the typed words and so, when he
chided my Leader with the fact that we
had six days in which to consider the
measure, I would reply that we did not

[COUNCIL.]

have any opportunity, during those six
days, to know all the things he had said
when introducing the Bill except, as I have
said, by making copicus notes; and we cer-
tainly had no idea of what were his imag-
inings in coanection with the Bill, or any
other matter that he deferred for later
production. I say that the Minister would
have been in a sorry plight had he not
had that six days deferment of the de-
bate; because he could not—if the mat-
ter had been properly debated immedi-
ately, as he desired prior to an sdjourn-
ment being requested—have dealt’ with the
matier as he dealt with it subsequently.

He could not have dealt with it in that
way, because he either wilfully withheld
matter which he introduced yesterday for
the first time, or else had no knowledge
of it when he introduced the measure.
The latter alternative cannot be right, be-
cause this file was mentioned during the
debate in another place. Of what avail
was it that members such as Mr, Watson,
Mr. Loton, Mr. Heenan, Mr. Lavery and
others, dealt with the speech of the Min-
ister as representing the purpert and pur-
pose of the measure when, as it were, in
drawing a rabbit from a hat in his reply
to the second reading debate, the Minister
produced a file and quoted frequently and
voluminously from it? He gave this House,
then, the first indication of the existence
of that file; and he endeavoured, with
great smugness and self-satisiaction, to
turn that fact against members who had
prolduced arguments in opposition to the
Bill—

The Hon. A, F. Griffith: I ask for a
withdrawal of the words ‘“smugness and
self -satisfaction.”

The Hon. ¥ J, S. WISE: I am sorry
that the Minister is so sensitive—

The PRESIDENT: Is the honourable
member geing to withdraw the words to
which the Minister objected?

The Hon. FP. J. 8. WISE: 1 intend to
say what I wish to say, Mr. President, and
for that reason I shall withdraw the words.
The Minister quoted from this file in an
endeavour to rebut the arguments of the
gentlemen I have named; and they had
no knowledge at all that such matter con-
stituted any part of the argument that
the Minister had intended to present
to the House. What had the House
to go on but the speech of the Minister;
when he introduced the Bill? I suggest
that there is no relevance in harping on
what was advised in 1956.

The Government of that day did not
take any notice of the Crown Law officer’'s
opinion at that time; and the Opposition
at this moment—it was the Government
then—is still consistent in that attitude.
We do not want that advice now and we
did not think it was right then; just as
the Minister and other members of his
Government will from time to time not
take Crown Law advice.
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The Hon. J. M. A. Cunningham: ‘The
Opposition must have known the file was
in existence,

The Hon. F. J. 8. WISE: That makes
no difference at all. Times out of number
any Government seeks outside advice.
There is nothing new in that; and so there
is no point in that part of the argument.
The attitude of the Opposition at the
moment is entirely consistent with its
attitude as a Government, The Minister
has asked for the co-operation of all mem-
bers of this Chamber. I know of ho
member here who is not anxious to give
him co-operation and the opportunity,
with all the goodwill in the world, to add
to his own stature so that he may conduct
the business of this House in a manner
that is above question. But the tactics
of yesterday were not appropriate to the
conduct of this House, in the course of a
debate of that kind; nor were they be-
coming to the Minister.

I look around this Chamber and see
here men who have been in Parliament
even longer than I have—and that is 25
years. I see men who were in this Cham-
ber when it was indeed a House of Review
and a non-party House; when the Govern-
ment of the day had seven members as
against 22 in Opposition on the floor of
the House; and when every Bill was given
thorough examination, because even the
simplest and most inhocent-looking meas-
ures were, within the memory of all the
members to whom I have referred as old
members, subject to at least a week's ad-
journment. In that way the independence
of this House was fully maintained; and,
during that week’s adjournment, not only
had all members what the Minister had
said, available in the printed Hansard; but,
also, the arguments adduced in the course
of the examination of each measure in an-
other bplace.

If we are to be subjected to such tactics
—whether wilfully performed or not—
which are a sort of king hit, or if, in other
words we say, “Let us brush your argu-
ment aside and we will produce this,” that
will not do. I suggest that all members
of {he Labour Party, including Mr. Heenan,
will recall that in the past, no matter how
trivial a Bill might have appeared on the
surface to be, it was, by common consent,
adjourned for a week; and if we are to con-
tinue to be subjected to the action com-
mitted by the Minister yesterday, and
treated in that manner, I suggest that he
cannot expect to receive co-operation.

I reiterate that I do not know of any
honourable member whe does not wish the
Minister well in his office, hut no member
will be treated as if he is in a kindergarten
class. So I repeat to the Minister, in case
some of my words may have appeared to
be severe because they were uttered in the
heat of the moment, that if he wants help
from the party to which I belong, I have
the assurance of my Leader that he will
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most certainly get it if he seeks co-opera-
tion in the proper manner. Rather than
that this House should be afironted in the
way it was yesterday, it would be far better
for us to revert to the old order, even
though we may have to take on some
semblance of a House of Review in dealing
with a certain measure after it is intro-
duced.

THE HON. H. K. WATSON (Metro-
politan) [6.2]: There is quite & lot to be
said for the sentiments expressed by Mr.
Wise on the necessity for the Minister who
introduces a Bill to introduce it thoroughly
and to bring forward all matiers for the
consideration of members. On this occasion
I feel that the file which was subseguently
produced might well have been produced af,
the second reading of the Bill. At the same
time, I consider that the Minister, in view
of the precedent and example sei by his
predecessors—the two honourable gentle-
meh who last vear sat in the seats at
present occupied by the two Ministers in
this House—can be excused for any short-
comings he may have shown when moving
the second reading of the Bill.

For example, I recall that last session,
when Mr. Wise introduced a Bill for the
legislation governing the Health Education.
Council, there developed a pesition which
was not dissimilar to that about which Mr.
Wise now complains. I also remember Dr.
Hislop and myself expressing regret that
we had to wait for the Minister to reply to
the debate in order that we might find
out what the Bill aimed at.

THE HON. A, F. GRIFFITH (Suburban
—Minister for Mines—in reply) (6.41: I
am obliged to make a few comments on
the speech made by Mr. Wise. I am sure
members will recall that on not less than
three occasions yesterday evening I sought.
to apologise to the House about the flle
that was mentioned. I agreed with mem-
bers then—and I agree with them now—
that it would have been better to produce it
whilst I was making my second reading
speech.

The Hon. P. J. 8. Wise: We are having
a job to get it even now, because we have
not seen it.

The Hon. A, F. GRIFFITH: That is an.
unnecessary remark!

The Hon. F. J. §, Wise: It is not!

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: It is so!
Because, as the honourable member knows,.
had I refused to table the file the only
way he could have got it would have been
to move accordingly.

The Hon. F. J. S, Wise;
lend the file,

The Hon. A. P. GRIFFITH: I was.
busily speaking to the measure, and when.
the messenger came he said that Mr.
Strickland wanted the file. I said that I.
was going to quote again from the flle.

You refused to:
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The Hon. H. C. Strickland: He must
have taken the papers off it if he said that
this afterncon.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Mr. Strick-
land likes to imply that I have said things
which I did not say. I said I was going
to quote from it, but it so happened that
I did not need to quote from it again.
The circumstances were these: I was sup-
plied with notes for my second reading
speech, When I made my speech last
Wednesday evening, Mr. Strickland sought
an adjournment of the debate for six days.
Those members who wanted to address
themselves to this debate could have done
what I have done during the time I have
been a member of this House; mamely,
go to the Chief Hansard Reporter and ask:
“May I have a copy of Mr. So-and-So’'s
speech?” In fact, there were not many
members who spoke to this Bill. I pro-
vided Mr. Wise with a copy of the notes
I had given to Mr. Strickland. However,
one does not always stick closely to the
notes that are provided. Quite often an
interjection causes one to depart from the
notes, and I think that occurred in this
particular instance.

I did not affront the House in any way
whatsoever whilst conducting this legis-
lation through the Chamber, and I am
sorry that Mr. Wise thinks he has cause
to suggest that I did afront the members
«of the House, because I can assure him
that I did not. I apologise for the
fourth time for not producing earlier
the file mentioned, but it was not made
available to me when I introduced the
-second reading of the Bill. Having intro-
‘duced the second reading of the measure
and observed the amendments that were
Dblaced on the notice paper by Mr. Strick-
land, I studied those amendments, and,
when conferring with the Solicitor-
‘General about them and speaking of the
-debate that had taken place in another
place, it was obvious to me that this file
‘was In existence.

I therefore asked for it and it was given
‘to me. That is the true position. There
‘'was no suggestion of any affront whatso-
ever, nor was there any intention on my
part to do any of the things Mr. Wise sald
I endeavoured to do during the course of
this debate. I have asked members for
‘their co-operation and I have given them
mine. So far as I am concerned, the ad-
journment of the debate on any Bill has
‘been granted whenever sought during the
short time I have been here. On this Bill,
‘Mr. Strickland asked for an adjournment
for six days. He said to me, “What about
adjourning the debate until Tuesday?"
‘I agreed. Everybody knows that is the case.

The Hon. H. C. Strickland: No-one is
complaining about that.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Mr. Wise
‘was complaining of the way I conducted
myself during the debate on this Bill.

The Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Not in regard
‘to the adjournment.

[COUNCIL.]

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I do not
want to drag the debate on any further.
I regret that the honourable member has
considered it necessary to raise this ques-
tion. I can assure him that I did not try
to make a king hit. The occurrence con-
cerning the late production of the file in
question will no doubt be repeated should
the need arise to produce a flle in the
course of the debate on any Bill befare the
House. Mr. Strickland was a Minister in
the previous Government, and I am un-
aware whether he knew the file existed
at that time; but that is the position.

The Hon. H., C. Strickland: No; I did
not know of it.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: The file
contains the opinion expressed by the
Solicitor-General in 1956. The only reason
why I did not pass the file to the honour-
able member was that he still had amend-
ments on the notice paper and I thought
I might have occasion to use the file in
connection with those amendments. 1
hope that my explanation has proved satis-
factory.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a third time and passed.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY
Eleventh Day—Conclusion
Debate resumed from the 29th July.

THE HON. W. R. HALL (North-East)
[6.12]: I desire to associate myself with
the remarks that have been passed by pre-
vipus speakers in congratulating Mr. Grif-
fith, the Minister for Mines, and Mr. Logan,
the Minister for Local Government, on
their elevation to the high offices of
Ministers of the Crown. When one realises
that the two men—whaoever they may be—
who occupy the seats that these two occupy
today, perform all the work that is per-
formed by eight Ministers in another place,
one realises that they have a tremendous
task; and I can assure you, Sir, that I do
not envy them.

However, the inevitable does happen on
occasions. I hope that the time may not
be far distant when the two honourable
members who occupy the front bench on
the opposite side of the House will cross
to this side and take up the positions in
the Chamber that they held previously.
The two Ministers now on the front bench
are in the fortunate position that neither
today nor at any time in the past has the
Australian Labour Party had & majority
in both Houses of Parliament, whereas the
Governments of the same political thought
as the one to which they belong have
always held the majority in both the
Legislative Assembly and the Legislative
Council.

I also wish to congratulate our new
member, Mr. Ronald Thompson. I am
quite sure he will make a great impression
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upon the members of this Chamber. He
has already contributed to the debates and
I am certain he will prove to be a valuable
acquisition to this Legislative Council. I
hope he will perform his duties in the ex-
cellent manner that his predecessor, the
late Gilbert Fraser, performed his; and
that he will bring honour to the position
that he now holds in the same way as that
late honourahle gentleman did.

I did not intend {o speak to the motion
for the adoption of the Address-in-reply
this session kecause for a number of years
I have been reluctant to speak on this
debate. I have held the opinion that
little motice is taken of the remarks that
are made by members. On this occasion
I cannot let pass the opportunity to refer
to cne or two matters that concern the
North-East Province which I have the
honour to represent. A matter that has
top priority is goldmining. The State of
Western Australia would be in an ex-
tremely bad position today were it not
for the goldmining industry. From the
printed Speech made by His Excellency
the Governor I have noted that he said—

Mining continues to be of vital im-
portance to the State and a more virile
policy of assistance to the industry will
be put into effect, concentrating on
geological survey and diamond drill-
ing.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The Hon. W. R. HALL: As I was say-
ing befare the tea suspension, it is grati-
fying to know that the goldmining indus-
try is, and has been for the last filve or
six years, producing gold to the value, in
Australian currency, of very nearly
£1,000,000 a month. In some years it has
gane over £13,000,000 a year. I refer to
the year 1954 and onwards. Even in 1958
the industry produced gold in Australian
currency to the value of £13,639,149, That
is a remarkable amount of money to come
from any industry, and I hope that when
the Government sees the -opportunity to
help this industry, it will make more fin-
ancial assistance available.

I am well aware that the last Govern-
ment gave assistance to the industry as
far as it possibly could; and I am alsc
aware that the present Government in-
creased the prospectors’ allowance by 10s.
a week. But even so, that is not enough
money to permit these men {0 go out into
the hinterland of the State—into the
auriferous country--and strive to find the
elusive 'weight. The position today is
that the old prospector as we knew him
has passed on.

The amount received from the Mines
Department is insufficient to induce to go
prospecting, those who are desirous of go-
ing out to look for shows or payable ore.
Prospecting is & hazardous proposition,
particularly when one considers the heat
and the flies, and the other inconveniences
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with which prospectors have to contend;
and the allowance given them by the Mines
Department is not enough to enable them
to live in any sort of comfort at all. There
are not too many men who would be anxi-
ous to take up a vocation of that nature
today.

Recently I had occasion to make a trip
to the North with the Minister for Mines,
and I was able to visit some of the towns
in my constituency. In one place I had
an opportunity to look over the mine about
which I spoke some time ago. This mine
is at Cue and is called the Great Fingal.
This was the mine to which I referred
as having produced 1,000,000 ounces of
gold from 1,000,000 tons of ore.

That is a remarkable achievement.
Evidently the mine was given up some
years agoe, and was considered to be fin-
ished but a company came along and
evinced interest in this mine, and the
Labour Government saw its way clear to
grant it payment on a pound for pound
basis in an endeavour to find out, by dia-
mond drilling, whether there was any
value left in this mine, and whether it
was worth while having it opened up by
the company which was being subsidised.
Only a few days ago I heard that the
present Government had also granted
a sum—approximately £10,000—for this
work to be carried on. I understand that
the whole amount expended will be in the
vicinity of £80,000.

That is a great deal of money, and it
is hoped that something comes of this
mine as a result of all the diamond drill-
ing that has taken place. Some of these
bores are down 2,000 or 3,000 ft., but at
this stage, it is difficult to say whether or
not any good will come of what is being
done.

The Hon. G, C. MacKinnon: If they
go further they might find oil.

The Hon. W. R. HALL: The position
is that it will cost this company about
£25,000 as its share, and the total cost
to get the mine working could be in the
vicinity of £2,000,000. That is a pheno-
menal amount of money for anyone
to furnish in an endeavour to bring
this mine into production. ©On the other
hand, the expenditure is not much if onec.
appreciates the great wealth and value
that will accrue to the State by way of
gold, if the project is successful, and the
great benefit it will provide in employing
men. I sincerely hope that something
does come ¢f this venture, in view of the
money spent on it. I hope we get some
return.

When one looks at the figures on geld-
mining, it is hard to understand the at-
titude of the members of the Internationa)l
Monetary Fund in not seeing their way
clear to permit a rise in the price of gold..
Deputations have been introduced, and
conferences have been held over a num-
ber of years. I have heard various people-
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make statements, both optimistic and pes-
simistie, in relation to this matter. Only
recently it was thought that there
was going to be an increase in the price
of gold, but then one read that a
prominent banker said there would be no
increase.

That brings me to a couple of state-
ments I read the other day concerning
‘the different opinions expressed by people
who consider they know something about
the industry. By travelling widely, and
by virtue of their jobs, they feel that
they may be authorities on the posi-
tion. I read an article the other day
by a prominent Kalgoorlie mining engi-
neer,. In this article he said that
‘the South African mining men believed that
& rise in the price of gold was imminent.
This engineer and manufacturer of Kal-
goorlie said he had just returned from a
‘business visit to South Africa and Rhodesia,
:and there was a general air of confidence
th_ag the gold price would be raised. He
Sajid—

Large-scale extensions were being
made to plants by major mining com-
panies and a new mine was being
established on the Rand at a cost of
£25,000,000. The investment of Ameri-
can capital in South African gold
mining was regarded as significant.
Mining men there appear to have
something firm on which to base their
optimism.

Some two days later one could pick up
.8 further issue of the same journal that
published the article to which I have
Just referred, and read the opinion
of Germany’s leading bhanker (Herrman
Josef Abs) who said there was no chance
of an increase in the gold price in the
near future. He admitted that gold was
the only commodity that had not multi-
Dlied in value since the pre-war days; and
he added that there was no need for a
price increase on the grounds of easing
the world liquidity problem. He went on
to say that the resources of the Inter-
national Monetary Fund, and the World
‘Bank, would be ample after the increase
in quotas; but in any case the United
States Congress would not agree to a lift
in the price of gold.

This is something I cannot understand.
‘I feel the industry is certainly entitled to
an increase in the price of gold, but ap-
‘parently the powers that he are not pre-
pared to grant this concession. There is
cone direction in which I feel anxiety
in connection with this industry, and that
is with regard to employment. Going back
as far as 1903, we find that 20,716 men
were employed in the goldmining industry
in Western Australia. Last year the
numerical strength had dwindled to 5,352.
“When one considers these figures one will
realise that the numerical strength of the
‘men employed in the industry today has
decreased considerably. If something
.cannot be done to engage more men, the
dindustry will be affected considerably.
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The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Would
:tlii)ectl;anisation have accounted for some of
at?

The Hon. W. R. HALL: That is quite
true. The big mines, particularly, are to
be complimented for the manner in which
they have lowered the cost of production
per ton, particularly having regard to the
low-grade ore they have to by-pass from
time to time. We all, of course appreciate
that machinery today is exceedingly mod-
ern. I believe there are two things re-
sponsible for the low cost of production:
One is the Tungsten-tipped drill, and the
other the air legs for rigging up. At
one time there were three shifts sharp-
ening the drills, whereas now this is not
necessary. The mines now have a longer
life during which to produce their re-
turns, but unfortunately sufficient men
are not employed in the industry. If the
industry were granted an increase in the
price of gold I wonder whether or not it
would employ more men. I know that the
large mines in Kalgoorlie are on a fairly
solid foundation.

It is the man working on low-grade ore
who is battling and has the job in front
of him to make a go of it. If an increase
in price were granted, there is no doubt
that more men would be employed in the
outer parts of the Goldflelds where the
auriferous ore is obtained. That is a mat-
ter which I think the Government should
take into consideration; and at all times
it should be prepared to stress it to the
Commonwealth Government to see whe-
ther it is possible, having regard to the
International Monetary FPund, for that
Government to give some assistance to
the industry so that it can employ more
men.

I now wish to speak about the Sons of
Gwalia mine to which I think the last
Government loaned £250,000. I was pleased
to see in the paper the other day that
the mine is holding its own and looks like
being a good producer in the not too dis-
tant future. The Hill 50 goldmine at Mt.
Magnet is also in a healthy state. I have
seen some good gold from that mine, and
I have no doubt that it will have a long
life and be of value to this State. Gwalia,
with the Sons of Gwalia mine; and Mt.
Magnet, with the Hill 50 mine, are the
only mining towns of any importance
north of Kalgoorlie, It is very sad to see
some of the towns which have fallen by
the wayside—regarding population and
activity—as a result of the mines closing.

Recently a statement was made about
the State hotel at Gwalia. I have been
a regular patron of this hotel when visit-
ing my constituency over a long perlod of
vears, and I was amazed to read and hear
that it was the intention of the Govern-
ment to dispose of the hotel. I am not
going to let this occasion pass without
saying a few words about that State hotel.
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I traced the history of the hotel, and I
think it was built in 1903 at a cost of
somewhere around £4,300. It has been a
goldmine to the Governments of the day.
Whilst I cannot say very much about the
other State hotels—I have not had the
pleasure or otherwise of visiting them—
this one has been sadly neglected. I say
without fear of contradiction that it is in
a shocking state of disrepair. The man-
agers—from time immemorial up to the
present manager and his wife—have done
a particularly good job under difficult cir-
cumstances which are not experienced in
other hotels, and which should not be
experienced in a State hotel. I believe it
to be true that this State hotel has, at
times, been responsible for keeping all
the other State hotels going.

If one were to stop at the Gwalia hotel
today one would find that the linos on
the floor were worn out and that the beds
were very poor. One would think the
Yanks had been living there for years!
The glass in some of the wardrobes is
ecracked. This hotel is just a beer house,
although at one time it catered for the
public and visitors; and the manager did
his best for them. The charges were very
reasonable, and the catering is good. A
Year or two ago the tariff was raised to
such an extent that the men who resided
at the hotel left to stay at the mine’s mess
wl'tl;ich caters for the men at a reasonable
rate.

I have visited the hotel on several ocea-
sions during the last few years, and in-
variably I find that only myself and some-
one else has booked in. Furthermore, I
say without fear of contradiction that the
Government is lucky there have not been
a few beer strikes. Wot long ago a cool-
ing system was put in and it was installed
at such a height that it tocok me all my
time to look over the top of it. There must
have been something wrong with the per-
son who tock the measurements, This
cooling system is in the main bar and it
is considerably higher than the ordinary
bar counter. It is where the beer is stored.
Some people who are not as tall as I am
cannot see over it at all. It is a great
piece of workmanship by whomever was
responsible for it.

The Hon. H. K. Watson: What do they
keep underneath?

The Hon. W. R. HALL: There are some
very small men at Gwalia; and I might
say that the honourable member would
never have a chance of looking over this
bar. I know I have some difficulty. The
late Mr. Praser and I undertook a
journey to have a look at this hotel, owing
to its being in a shocking state of repair,
but eventually it rained so heavily that
we had to turn back. I do not think that
a Minister has visited it for a considerable
number of years. I have complained bit-
terly about the hotel. The blinds were in
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shreds, and I am sure members would see
better blinds thrown on to a rubbish tip.
The only good thing about the hotel—and
this has always been so—is the meals
which are provided. There is always a
good table. That has been the position
for the past 20 years, and I have no com-
plaints about that or the management.
However, in regard to the points I have
raised, the Government department ad-
ministering State hotels needs to toe the
mark.

I would add that if the Government de-
cides to dispose of the State hotels—I can
only quote Gwalia on this occasion—and
calls ienders for them, heaven help the
person who takes over the Gwalia hotel. It
is not subject to the jurisdiction of the
Licensing Court, and I believe that whoever
takes it over will have to spend £10,000 to
£15,000 to put it in good repair. There
is only one lavatory and one bathroom
in the hotel upstairs for men, and very
few other conveniences. It is remark-
able that the manager and his wife
have been able to do such a good job
in the face of so many diffieulties. The
population at Gwalia is cosmopolitan,
and the manager and his wife do a good job
in putting up with everything. I ask the
Minister for Mines to convey to the Minister
controlling the State hotels my sugges-
tion that the Minister have a look at the
hotel at Gwalia to see whether something
can he done about it.

I now desire to refer to our railways. 1
have never been in the habit of criticising
or castigating our railway services or those
associated with them. Af the present
time, the service between Perth and Kal-
goorlie is the best that I can remember
since I first became a memher of Parlia-
ment, I must also give credit to the men
who are working on the job. However,
if one or two small matters were rectified,
that service could be further improved. I
do not intend to criticise anyone about it,
because I know that as time goes on, this
service will get better.

I have heard other members criticise our
railway system, but I have every good
word for it and for those who work on it.
You will remember, Mr. President, some
yvears ago that I and my colleagues from
the North-East Province were subjected to
an audience in the President’s gallery to
hear what we had to say, and to see how
we voted on the closure of certain railway
lines, You would know, Sir, how the vote
went heecause you were in the House at
that time. The hullaballoo is now over,
but it is marvellous how this propaganda
goes on during an election period. After
the election is over it dies. However, I
have a vivid memory of those in the gal-
lery that night, and I know the political
party to which they belonged. They came
to see what I and my colleagues were do-
ing about the closure of the lines in the
North-East Province.
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Remembering what happened in regard
to the closure of the Malcolm to Laverton
railway line, I wonder what our Country
Party members are going to do now that
their party is in power with the Liberal
Party. Will they restore the Malcolm-
Laverton railway service? To some extent
I think the congregation we had in the
gallery was engineered; and now is the time
for those people to show where they stand.

They were of the opinion that the
line should not bhe closed. I was in a
different category at that time, but I have
not forgotten the occasion. I have heard
nothing about it liately, but I do hope that
the present Government will give serious
consideration to the restoration of the rail-
;voa.y service between Malcolm and Laver-

1.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: They were
watching the way some of us voted, too.

The Hon. W. R. HALL: They might
have .done that also., At the same time
I must inform the honourable member
that the audience we had on that night
came particularly to see what the mem-
bers for the North-East Province were
doing, because amongst the people who
were here were some aspiring politicians.
If the North-East Province members did
not vote in a certain direction, then what
those people were going to do was no-
one's business! As a matter of fact they
tried to influence me; and, as you know,
Sir, that cannot be done under Standing
Orders. Because of the way we voted,
perhaps this Government, with the assist-
ance of its Country Party members, will
be able to restore the service to which
I have been referring. I shall render any
assistance in this direction that I can.

The Hon. J. G. Hislop: A little touch of
humour does improve & speech.

The Hon. W. R. HALL: I agree with
the honourable member.

The PRESIDENT: I think you are out
of order listening to him.

The Hon. W. R. HALL: I do not think
1_;here was anything intentional about the
interjection; there was nothing wilful
about it whatsoever! I have only two other
rajlway matters that I wish to mention.
I cannot understand—unless there is some
specific reason for this—why the railway
authorities want to have the Kalgoorlie
express depart at 5 minutes to 5 p.m., and
the Westland at 5 minutes to 7 p.m. Why
they do not make the times 5 o'clock and
7 o'clock, is beyond my comprehension.,
Also, the Kalgoorlie train used to be due
in Perth, in the morning, at 3 minutes to
9. Why do not the railway officials make
the time for that train’s arrival, 9 o’clock?
It seldom got into Perth at 3 minutes to
9 anyway; it was generally later. If the
Minister will convey what I have said to
the Minister for Raillways, some person
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may be saved the experience of missing a
train. I am sure that on many occasions
people have missed trains.

I wish now to deal with the question
of fruit-fivy. Each year we have to pay
a fee and register our orchards. The
Department of Agriculture should give
consideration to the matter of the depart-
ment, itself, spraying the fruit trees,
rather than forcing the owner of a pro-
perty to spray, pericdieally, his fruit trees
in order to eradicate the fruit-fly. In
South Australia the Government, I be-
lieve, does the spraying. The spraying
there is done in the same way as the spray-
ing in connection with the exterminating
of the Argentine ant was carried out here.

The two shillings registration fee that
we pay each year is negligible, and, so
far as I can see, it serves no gcod pur-
pose. I spray my fruit trees, but the other
residents in the area do not seem to spray
theirs. Although I spray my trees, I seem
to have more fruit-fly than one would
expect to find in half of Perth. It is
impossible for me to get an apricot from
my trees, unless it is full of fruit-fiy; and
it is the same with figs. Apricots appear
to be a pet diet of the fruit-fiy; and the
fly also seems to like figs.

No good purpose is heing served by the
present arrangements. It would be bet-
ter if the Department of Agriculture car-
ried out the spraying itself, and the per-
sons whose properties were sprayed paid
10s. or £1 a year in order that the spray-
ing might be done properly. This ap-
plies particularly to people who own quar-
ter-acre blocks. Recently I drove over-
land to South Australia, and when I got
to Ceduna I found a road hlock which
had been established by the South Aus-
tralian Department of Agriculture. The
people manning the road block made a
thorough search of my motorcar to see
that I did not take any fly-infested fruit
from Western Australia into South Aus-
tralia. I think that is the right thing to
do. I happened to have some fruit in
the car on this occasion, and 1 know there
was no fly in it; but those officers con-
fisciated the fruit. Whether they ate it
or not, I do not know.

This method could well be adopted by
the Western Australian Department; and
if it were, we would get somewhere.
There appears to be more fruit-fly in
Western Australia than in all the re-
rnaining States put together. We are well
behind the times in Western Australia
and we should do something about the
matter. Today it is not worth while water-
ing the trees, or to have a backyard
orchard; we are lucky to find even an early
apricot that is free of fruit-fly.

One other matter I wish to deal with
concerns traffic. This could be a pet sub-
ject of mine. I have heard members make
speeches about stop sighs and other soris
of signs, and I readily associate myself
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with the sentiments they expressed in re-
gard to stop signs. It would be better if
some of them were done away with alto-
gether than for them to be where they are
situated. The old traffic rule was one of
the best; the motorist knew where he stood.
He had to give way to the man on his
right. Today in the metropolitan area
there are some stop signs that are of no
use at all; they are a hindrance to traffic
rather than a help.

Our Police Traffic Branch does a re-
markably good job, but we have not a
sufficient number of men on bikes. The
traffic would be better controlled if we
had more police trafiic constables on
machines. These men have a vast distriet
to cover, but, because of the small number
of men who are on motorbikes, they
cannot cover it effectively for a period of
24 hours. One way by which we could deal
with a lot of the culprits, and perhaps
minimise the number of accidents which
have resulted in the loss of good lives in
later years, is by having more men on the
various shifts to control the traffie.

Our accident rate is very high in West-
ern Australia, and, strangely enough, some
of the restrictions we have in regard to
the licensing of cars and so on, do not
exist in South Australia:; yet I believe less
accidents occur in that State than in West-
ern Australia. Whilst we may pat our-
selves on the back in regard to our ap-
proach o the traffic question, I think we
are well behind the times.

Quite a lag occurs between the time
when an offence takes place and when the
offender is prosecuted. This shows a lack
of control, to some extent; and that lack
arises because of one reason only, namely,
the shortage of men.

Another point that has come under my
notice concerns the fines imposed for the
various offences that are committed under
the Traffic Act. I fail to comprehend the
set-up. I read in the newspaper of the
number of cases—they run into hundreds
on occasions—that go before the Traffic
Court. How the magistrate arrives at what
the fine shall be in each instance—the
fines vary from abouf £16 down to about
£2—1 do not know, Many cases are heard
each week, and I fail to see how any one
magistrate can give consideration to so
many cases, and decide when leniency or
severity should be extended. Each week
we see lists of traffic offenders; and the
various fines that are imposed for speed-
ing and so on are published. It is remark-
able to notice the uniform penalties that
the magistrates inflict.

This matter wants looking into. The
average working man cannot afford to lose
a shift—that might cost him £2 or £3—
in order to appear in court. As a result,
such g person merely endorses the sum-
mons and pleads guilty., He is then at
the mercy of the magistrate or the court.
Some cognisance should be taken of the
criticism of .the manner in which the fines
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are imposed by the magistrates. I would
like to see introduced some more equitable
method of dealing with these people.

The Hon. A. R. Jones: You are not
smarting yourself, are you?

The Hon. W. R. HALL: I may inform
the honourable member that I have no
reason to be smarting in connection with
traffic offences.

The PRESIDENT: I think the honour-
able member had better address the Chair.

The Hon. W. R. HALL: I will have much
pleasure in doing so, Mr. President, and
I bow to your wishes. I have already
spoken about several other traffic matters.
In my opinion the traffic problem in
this State will get worse as the years go
by. The National Safety Council can send
out circulars to the public and can indulge
in all sorts of different forms of propa-
ganda, but I doubt whether it makes much
difference, There is only one thing which
makes me keep my eyes wide open and that
is the sight of a policeman on a bike. I
think he is the answer to the traffic prob-
lem,

I do not intend to delay the debate any
further, I have dealt with several items
which affect my constituency but, as I have
said before, I have never seen anything
much come out of the Address-in-reply
debate, so I do not suppose I shall on
this occasion. However, I have much plea-
sure in suppeorting the motion.

THE HON. J. J. GARRIGAN (South-
East) [8.16]: It gives me much pleasure
to support the motion for the adoption
of the Address-in-reply to the Speech so
ably presented by His Excellency. 1 also
wish to take this opportunity of congratu-
lating the two young and new Ministers in
this House. I feel certain that they will
carry out their duties with dignity and with
credit to themselves, and that their labours
will be of benefit to Western Australia.
I should also like to extend the right hand
of friendship to my worthy colleague,
Mr. Ron Thompson. I am sure that his
contributions {o the debates in this House
will be well received.

There is not much left for me to say
because most members heard Mr. Ben-
netts take us for a trip throughout the
South-East Province; in fact, I think he
travelled all the way to Canberra. How-
ever, there are one or two matters I
would like to mention although, as I have
said in this House before, and will say
again, there is so much said that means
so little. I will deal mainly with roads
in my electorate. I think it is up to
everyone, irrespective of political colour,
and irrespective of the Government in
power, to give consideration to a link be-
tween East and West; by that I am re-
ferring to what is known as the Eyre High-
way. Actually, there is no such highway;
it is just a little yellow streak of dust
across the plain.
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In my opinion, it is the responsibility
of this State Government, and the Gov-
ernment of South Australia, tc see that
something is done abouit this highway.
For defence purposes we should have some
decent means of communication. All we
have today is a single railway track; what
is called a highway; an air service; and a
round-about sea route. I suggest that this
Government and the South Australian
Government confer so that pressure can
Le brought to hear on the Federal Gov-
ernment to do something about the Eyre
Highway, even if only from a defence point
of view,

Another road in my electorate that I wish
to mention, is the one from Esperance
through Ravensthorpe to Perth. I hope
the Minister will request the Main Roads
Department to give consideration to
bituminising the road from Shark Lake in
the east via the Dallyup River to Ravens-
thorpe. This road is through an ever-
expanding district the products of which
have to be carted as quickly as possible to
Lna:irket, ahd at present the roads are very

ad,

If the farmers there want to send their
produce by rail to Perth it means a very
round-about route and thus inveolves extra
cost and time. So I suggest to the Gov-
ernment that consideration be given to
starting this bitumen section from Shark
Lake in the east through to Ravensthorpe,
Copper is mined at Ravensthorpe and the
concentrate has to be taken to Esperance
to be loaded into ships.

I would also like the Minister for Mines
to give every possible consideration to the
drilling of new goldmines in Western Aus-
tralia. I am fully conversant with the
mining industry as I worked underground
for 26 years. Many of our old flelds are
practically worn out—although there is
hope for some of them. However, I trust the
Mines Department will concentrate on a
drilling programme so that new flelds can
be opened up in this State.

In conclusion, I would like to congratu-
late the Hawke Government on the mar-
vellous job it did while in office, particu-

larly as regards water conservation,
railways, roads, schools, hospitals and
practically everything else. It set a very

high standard, and I am certain that if
this Government, during its term can at-
tain and maintain the standard of the
Hawke Government we will, at the end of
three years, say that it has done a grand
job. I support the motion.

The HON. E. M. HEENAN (North-East)
[8.22}: I also wish to make a few re-
marks in support of the motion; and as
the two previous speakers have had some-
thing to say about the goldmining in-
dustry, I propose to add a few comments
in that regard. It might be worth-while
if I refer to the official Year Book of
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Western Australia for 1957 and read from
it a number of references because they tell
an interesting story. The first chapter in
the book is a historical review of Western
Australia; and these are a few of the
extracts—

1885—First Discovery of Payable
Gold—On Margaret and Ord Rivers in
Kimberley district.

1886—Kimberley Goldfield pro-
claimed and townsite of Wyndham
declared as its port.

1887—Discovery of gold at Southern
Cross and elsewhere in Yilgarn dis-
trict.

1888—Rich deposits of alluvial gold
found at Pilbara Creek. Pilbara and
Yilgarn Goldfields proclaimed.

1889—Discovery of gold at Ashbur-
ton River,

1892—Rich discovery of gold at
Coolgardie.

1893—Discovery of gold deposits at
Kalgoorlie and other areas east of
Coolgardie. Dundas goldfield pro-
claimed following sucecessful prospect-
ing between Frasers Range and
Southern Cross. Coolgardie townsite
declared.

1894—Towns of Kalgoorlie, Kan-
owna, Day Dawn and Mullewa de-
clared. Proclamations of Coolgardie
and East Coolgardie goldfields. Port
of Esperance Bay and municipalities
of Coolgardie and Cue proclaimed.

1903—Completion of goldfields water
scheme, and supply to Coolgardie and
Kalgoorlie commenced. Peak of gold
production—2,064,801 fine ozs.

There is an historical review of Western
Australia from the years 1885 to 1903 as
shown in the official Year Book. It bears
eloquent testimony to the part that the
goldmining industry played in the develop-
ment of Western Australia in those early
vears. Since those days, in round flgures,
£425,000,000 worth of gold has been pro-
duced in Western Australia. As Mr. Hall
pointed out, although the goldmining in-
dustry has suffered greatly from a number
of causes well kKnown to everyone, it is still
producing over £1,000,000 worth of gold
per month. It still employs over 5,000
men directly, and indirectly gives employ-
ment to several other thousands of people.
In addition, it still supports a population
of over 20,000 people at Kalgoorlie and
Boulder.

The industry maintains a railway system
northwards as far as Leonora and Gwalia,
and it maintains towns like Mt. Magnet and
others. I am referring mainly to the in-
dustry as it applies to the district I repre-
sent, although outside of the places I have
mentioned there remain only Norseman,
Southern Cross and Bullfinch.
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I am not going to traverse the ground
covered so ably by Mr. Hall, Mr, Teahan,
Mr. Garrigan and other Goldfields repre-
sentatives who have preceded me, but I
mention that in our humble way, and in
our comparatively small sphere of influ-
ence, we are attempting to impress on all
concerned the valuable part that this in-
dustry has played in the development of
our country. We also want to point out
the difficulties confronting the industry
at present, and we want to lay stress on the
fact that if it is considered to be worth
while, now is the time that it needs more
assistance than has heen given to it in
recent years.

We know only toc well that the gold-
mining industry is influenced by factors
more or less beyond the control of Austra-
lia. The price of gold is fixed by the Inter-
national Monetary Fund. Practically the
only country in the world which purchases
gold is the United States of America, and
the price is filxed and has remained
stationary for many years.

In spite of the fact that countries like
South Africa, Canada, England and Aus-
tralia have used their influence to lift the
price of gold, their efforts so far have
failed. There are protagonists for and
against the proposition that the price of
gold be increased. The country which has
to pay the piper for any increase is the
United States of America. Naturally this
country has the greatest influence when the
question comes up for decision. Whether
or not the price of gold will be increased
in the foreseeable future is a question, the
answer to which cannot be prognosticated
with any degree of certainty.

In Australia we have to accept the view
that in the immediate future there is slight
prospect of an incresse in the price of
gold. Therefore we have to realise that it
rests upon our own shoulders to determine
whether or not this industry is to be sup-
ported in such a way that it will not only
survive, but perhaps extend. That is the
position with which we are confronted.

Western Australia is the greatest pro-
ducer of gold in the Commonwealth. The
amount produced by the other States is
practically negligible when compared with
our own production. This is a matter which
mainly concerns Western Australia and its
economy. My view, and I am supported
by others, is that the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment has not been in the past, and is
not at the present, fully appreciative of
the importance and of the value of the
goldmining industry, not only to Western
Australia but to the whole of Australia.

The members for the North-West have
ably presented their case for the develop-
ment of that portion of the State. The
development of the North appears to cause
a lot of concern to everyone, and so far
it has presented a baflling problem to
statesmen and others. I applaud the ad-
vocacy of the members concerned, and 1

143

hope that the constructive proposals they
have submitted will be considered and

acted upon.

I also want to point out to the powers
that be that we have stretching northwards
from Kalgoorlie to Wiluna, and westwards
from Wiluna to Yalgoo, a vast area which,
in the past, has supported a _vigorous
gotdmining industry which provided em-
ployment for many thousands of men.
Potentially it can do that again. Last
year there was the tragedy of discontinued
railway services in those centres. Practi-
cally all available Crown land is taken up
by pastoralists, and good use is made of it.

The main hope of that vast arca main-
taining a population rests largely on a re-
vival of the goldmining industry. Surely
that is an important matter te keep in
mind! If the Commonwealth Government
appreciates the importance of spending
millions of pounds in the North-West,
it should also realise the importance of
spending some reasonable amount in as-
sisting an industry which has for years
past maintained a population in many
towns where there are already facilities in
the way of schools and public utilities.

Everyone concerned is disappointed with
the recent assistance which the Common-
wealth Government has given to the gold-
mining industry; it really amounts tp very
little; it is so small that it is tantamount
to an expression by the Commonwealth
Government that the indusiry does not
amount to much, and is barely worthy of
support in order to survive. That is the
position. We in this House have limited
influence, but I hope that our persistent
advocacy will have some effect on the
Commonwezalth Government, and on the
Western Australian representatives in
the Federal Parliament, so that they will
not let up in their efforts to impress on
the Government the need to give more as-
sistance to the goldmining industry, and
the need to increase the price of gold.

Coming nearer home, if the State does
receive further funds from the Common-
wealth Government to assist the goldmin-
ing industry, the Mines Department should
encourage and assist the prospectors in
every possible way. One of the first steps
taken by the new Government was to in-
crease the allowance to prospectors by 10s.
a week, That was a good gesture, and
it has increased the weekly allowance to
£5 10s. and £6 in the two flelds.

Although that inerease is helpful and
is more than what the prospectors have
received in the past, it is the wrong
method of approach. My idea would be
to revive and modernise a scheme which
operated some years ago when an officer
was appointed to be in charge of the pros-
pectors who were receiving assistance from
the Government. He was skilled in the gold-
mining industry and had & wide know-
ledge of various fields. He was able to
supervise and assist the prospectors with
advice and direction. That is the way in
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which the Mines Department should tackle
this problem. It ought to say to the pros-
pectars, “We are like the oil companies
which are spending so much money trying
to find oil in this country.” The Mines De-
partment should select capable and experi-
enced prospectors, and then give them a
generous allowance which will, in time, be
paid back tenfold if they discover a mine.
These experienced prospectors will, un-
doubtedly find new mines, just as Walls
and Voumard who recently discovered a
new mine at Ryan's Find.

Prospecters now have to use motor trucks
in their search for gold; they have to be
supplied with provisions; they have to
work possibly months without any return;
and meanwhile they have to suppori their
families. Unless they have private means,
the £5 10s. weekly assistance is not of
much help. That is one of the reasons
why there are so few prospectors and why
very few new finds have been located.

If we are to revive Wiluna; if we are to
put Meekatharra back on the map; and if
we are to revive Laverton, Cue and simi-
lar centres, we must retain the schools,
post offices and hospitals already there.
If the prospectors can locate a new mine
here and there, the industry will be re-
suscitated, and a good step will be taken
on behalf of Western Auystralia by keeping
communities in those centres.

I urge the Minister for Mines, who has
shown enthusiasm and keenness in this
portfolic, to try and break new ground
as regards prospecting. What earthly
hope would we have of finding oil in
this country if the various companies pros-
pecting for oil did not have enough fin-
ance?

We know that principle applies, although
to a lesser extent, to gold. Let us ask our-
selves, therefore, is gold worth finding;
and is it worth maintaining those places
I have just mentioned? Would it be a
good thing for the State to revive the
Murchison and the Eastern Goldfields and
keep the population in those parts? If the
answer to some of these questions is “Yes,”
we have to make a serious attempt to find
new mines and revive an industry which
has accomplished so much for the State in
the past, and which can do so again if it
only gets half a chance.

I will perhaps continue for a few min-
utes and mention the Licensing Act. I
am very pleased to hear that the Govern-
ment proposes to bring before Parliament
this session a measure to do something
about our outinoded liquor laws. We have
just been discussing a statute which was
enacted in 1902; and we gll realise how out
of date it was and how urgent was the
need for a revision in order that it might
meet present-day requirements.

Another Act which has a big influence
on the well being of the community is the
Licensing Act, and I hope that the pro-
posed Bill will be submitted at as early a
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date as possible so that we may all give
it the thought and consideration which it
undoubtedly deserves. I think, without
hesitation, that most people would agree
with the statement that our licensing laws
are extremely out of date; that our whole
approach to the problems which arise
from liquor, urgently needs revising,. We
have toe many hotels in some places—
many of them are sub-standard—and at
other places we have too few.

The tragedies resulting from the abuse
of our liquor laws are apparent in many
ways. They confront us day by day, and
I think it is about time that a thorough
review of the situation was made; and, as
I said before, I am very pleased that the
Government is giving consideration to the
problem.

I hope that the Government will have
the report of the Licensing Committee,
which sat last year, printed. I happened
to be the chairman of that committee and I
would be the first {o admit that the report
is not the best document that has ever been
put together.

But the committee in gquestion was com-
prised of very earnest and conscientious
men who travelled over many parts of
Western Australia; applied themselves to
the question very assiduously over several
months; and had the henefit of the ex-
perience of men like Mr. Justice Maxwell
(the chairman of the court in Victoria) our
own licensing authorities, and many other
bodies and individuals in Western Austra-
lia. The report, therefore, was eventually
compiled after a lot of research. The
members of the committee were not
unanimous on all subjects, and the views
for and against were all submitted. I he-
lieve it would be of considerable assistance
tc every member of this Parliament tio
have the opportunity of studying that
document.

I forget how long the report is, but I
think it is something in the vicinity of 100
pages. It will be appreciated that if mem-
bers are to have the opportunity of study-
ing the report it should be available to
them as soon as possible in order that they
may read it before the Bill is introduced
for discussion. I think the Minister told
me, in answer to a question, that it would
cost £150, ar in the vicinity of that amount,
to print. If it makes some small contri-
bution, and assists members to appreciate
and understand the problems of our licens-
ing laws in such a way that they will be
able to formulate something better for the
future, I think the £150 will be well spent.

In conclusion, I want to join with other
speakers in offering my congratulations
to our two new Ministers. May I wish
them every success in the departments
which they now have the honour to con-
trol. I also offer my congratulations to
our new member, Mr. Ron Thompson, and
I have much pleasure in supporting the
motion.
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THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (Subur-
han—Minister for Mines) [8.531: I believe
that I am the twenty-third member of
this House to make a speech on the
Address-in-reply on this particular oc-
casion. That is a very good record I think.
I hope this does not frightéen members
but I have here, as a result, a fairly large
order in the way of a speech to deliver in
reply to the speeches that have been. It is
usually the prerogative of the Leader of
this House to conclude the debate on the
Address-in-reply; and, in so doing, I first
wish to say that I propose to adhere to
the custom of my predecessors—I under-
stand it was originated by the Hon. J. M.
Drew—in this House, of replying as fully
and factually as possible to the various
questions, criticisms, ete., posed by mem-
bers in their speeches.

I would like to take the opportunity of
thanking members very much indeed for
the congratulatory remarks they have con-
veyed to me. I would like to tell them
that I am indeed very conscious of the
responsibiliy that I have and that I propose
to do the very best I can in the work I
have been given fo undertake,

The information I will he supplying is
subject, of course, to the amount of detail
that I have so far been able to obtain.
Naturally, I will not have any detailed
notes on the three speeches made tonight.
May I first say that when I became the
Minister for Mines I was very anxious to
visit some of the mining areas; and I have
since travelled over a good deal of the
State. T appreciate only toe well, however,
that there is much of the State that I have
not had an opportunity of yet seeing. But
I had an interesting trip right through
the Murchison district to Pilbara in
the company of Mr. Hall. 1 had the henefit
of his good humour and company on that
trip. I also met Mr. Willesee in Marble
Bar and, his colleague in anogther place,
the member for the district.

That particular trip was of great
educational value to me because it enabled
me 1o see for myself some of the difficulties
and hardships which obtain in the mining
industry today. I say, quite feelingly, that
it was indeed a sorry sight to see that so
many of the goldmining towns had
deteriorated.

1% was pitiful to see areas of land where
previously there were people, and where
prosperity had reighed. Now there are a
few houses and slabs of concrete, which
indicate that at one time there were people
Jiving in those places but, because the ore
has been lost, the towns have gone down
until in some cases they are aimost ghost
towns. I realise, as Mr. Heenan has said,
that the value of the gold industry to
Western Australia is of great importance
and should not be forgotten.

I often wonder what the average person
walking in the street thinks about gold, and
what it means to the economy of Western
Australia. I think the average person
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thinks of gold as something nice and bright
and golden in eolour, but he has little idea
of its true value; possibly because he has
never had the opportunity of seeing what
effort goes into the working of a goldmine
and into the production of gold from a
mine. When one visits some of the big
mines, one realises the amount of
machinery, capital, man power, and effort
required to produce gold.

One can do nothing but admire the gold-
mining industry, both from the point of
view of the companies and the people who
are employed in the industry. I repeat that
the trip I had through those areas was
indeed of great value to me.

I heard it said the other evening, and
I am sure that it will come to pass—prob-
ably in the not too distant future—that
50 per cent. of the materials that we now
use in our every-day life will not be used
in the future; that substitutes will be found
to take their place. I agree with Mr.
Willesee when he said that there will come
a time when minerals—including some of
those already known but without any ap-
parent monetary value at the moment—
will grow in importance and, as a resulf, in
value.

In that respect the Pilbara field has a
great future, I am sure, as it is a highly
mineralised area. I saw, going through
that country, many of the difficulties that
are met there; and one of the most serious
was that mentioned by Mr. Wise—the need
for the conservation of water. I found, in
that area, circumstances that are becom-
ing desperate indeed; as the last five or six
years have been so dry that the water level
in that part of the State is dropping
gradually to danger point.

As Minister for Mines, I have endeav-
oured to do all I can to bring zbout &
solution of that problem. I am having
boring dene at Marble Bar, in the hope
that water will be found there. I am
having boring and some shaft work done
on a mine at Bamboo Creek, about 40
miles from Marble Bar, in the hope that
the people engaged in mining operations
there may be assisted. There are opera-
tive goldmines there, but as there is not
sufficient water available to work the bat-
tery, they have closed down and the ore
is carted to Marbie Bar, where it is crushed
in the State battery.

I agree wholeheartedly with Mr. Gar-
rigan, in the view he expressed as to the
need for a proper road connection between
the Eastern States and Western Australia.
If anything could be done to secure for
us an all-weather road from east to west
across Australia, not only would the road
prove of great economic value to this State,
but also it would prove of great military
and national value in the event of hos-
titities occurring in the future—something
which we all hope will not happen.

During the last war, it was common
knowledge that it would have taken some
three or four months to move any large
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number of men from Queensland to West-
ern Australia, had there been the necessity

do so. I commend the honourable
member for putting forward his suggestion.
I may not be in a position to reply as fully
as I would like to the wvarious points
raised by all honourable members; but
wherever possible, if I cannot deal with
those points, I will communicate by letter
with the members concerned.

I want to assure members that, irres-
pective of whether or not I refer to their
remarks, I have submitted to the Ministers
concerned all criticisms, suggestions, ete.
contained in their speeches.

I take pleasure in adding my felicita-
tions to those conveyed to the Hon.
Ronald Thompson on his election to this
House. I am sure his contributions to the
business of the House will be of a valuable
and interesting nature. The honourable
member has taken the place of a previous
Leader of the House, a person for whom
I had a deep personal regard and admira-
tion, even though I may have crossed
political swords with him on several
occasions. I had a deep appreciation of his
value and of what he gave to Western
Australia during the period over which he
was a member of this House.

I reiterate my assurances earlier in the
session that, in the conduct of the busi-
ness of the House, it is my desire and in-
tention to be as co-operative as I possibly
can., I regret that some small misunder-
standing has taken place so early in the
piece; but I do not think it was all my
doing.

I congratulate Mr. Abbey on his
very fine speech in proposing the
Address-in-reply. This duty is an onerous
one and I thought the honourable zeutle-
man acquitted himself with distinction.
His comments on the agriculitural economy
of the State were full of interest. In dis-
cussing storage of grain, the honourable
member mentioned that the underground
method of storage, which is in use in
the Argentine and whieh prevenis infesta-
tion by insects, could be used in this State.
I understand that this method has already
been tested in C.8.I.R.O. laboratories, and
that funds have heen provided from Com-
monwealth contributions to wheat research
to enable the C.S.I.R.O. to cxperiment, on
a commeircial scale, in New South Wales
during the coming year. 1t is not pos-
sible to comment concerning application
of the method to Australian conditions
until the proposed trials have been com-
pleted.

During his interesting discourse on
Goldfields matters, the Hon. Mr. Teahan,
deplored the fact that the local police-
van was not equipped with a two-way
radio. I am advised by the Commissioner
of Police that provision has been made in
this year's Estimates for a radio and
that it will be installed as soon as it is
acquired. The honourable member said
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that prospectors might be encouraged to
greater efforts if State batteries were kept
up to date and efficient by the use of the
latest production methods. In this regard,
I emphasise that State batteries are kept
as up to date and efficient as is possible
with plants which are built with the ob-
ject of treating all types of oxidised ore.
Some of these mills operate only for very
limited periods in the year, being depend-
ent on the efforts and activity of pros-
pectors and small mine-owners.

The State batteries in actual effect sub-
sidise prospectors, as the cost of crushing
charged a prospector averages 9s. 6d. per
ton; while the actual cost to the Mines De-
partment is 56s, 8d. per ton. These
charges have not been increased for many
years., It will be seen that State bat-
teries are definitely a service which is ex-
tended to prospectors and small gold pro-
ducers. When one considers the fine mar-
gin of return which the Mines Department
receives for the work it does in this re-
gard, one realises why the activities of
this section of the Mines Department show
on the red side of the ledger.

Since taking office, my Government has
increased the assistance given to approved
prospectors hy l0s. per week, bringing the
weekly sustenance rates to £5 per week in
the Eastern and Murchison fields and to
£6 per week in the North-Western and
Northern fields. Following on Mr. Hee-
nan’s remarks, I realise that to give pros-
pectors a rise of 10s. per week in the as-
sistance afforded them is not the answer
to the problem, nor was it intended to
he the answer when I recommended it
to Cabinet, But having visited these fields
and talked with a number of praospectors,
I realised some of the difficulties they were
operating under owihg to the increased
cost of living. I returned to Perth deter-
mined to do something to obtain immedi-
ate relief for these men; and I asked the
Government to grant this small increase
in order to assist them to meet the in-
creased cost of living.

The honourable member made reference
to the old methods of prospecting. I am
informed that it was found unsatisfac-
tory many years ago to put one man
with practical experience in charge
of seven or eight other men and senc
them out to prospect as a team. The dif-
ficulty encountered was, to begin with, that
of enahling one man to understand the
others, as prospectors are individualistic
types of beings.

The Hon, E. M. Heenan: That was dur-
ing the depression years, when the Gold-
fields were invaded by many men who
knew nothing about prospecting. You
must have experienced prospectors in
charge.

The Hon. A. F, GRIFFITH: The aver-
age prospector is an experienced person
and a rather unusual type. He has to have
a great deal of courage and patience to
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go out into those areas and work, some-
times for long periods, without rewsard.
Not all prospectors are as fortunate as Mr.
Jock Walls has been in recent months.
If any means can be brought forward to
put prospecting on a better basis than has
obtained for a number of years past I
shall be very pleased to do whatever I can
to put it into operation; because I am
indeed conscious of the part that pros-
pecting plays in the discovery of gold.

The Government has also drilled holes
at Marble Bar for water for the town-
ship, and proposes to try to obtain bat-
tery water supplies at Bamboo Creek. A
mobile drilling unit for hire to the public
in the Pilbara fleld is under consideration,
and a valuable compressor unit is bzihg
purchased for use by prospectors in the
Murchison. I am examining geological
and other data in order to ascertain the
prospects of different goldfields from a
diamond drilling viewpoint. The drilling
for gold undertaken fo date has not been
particularly successful, unfortunately, in
that new ore bodies have been very diffi-
cult to locate.

Mr. Hall mentioned a sum of £10,000,
made available by the Mines Department
for a company to do some diamond drill-
ing in one part of the State. All I did
in that connection was to authorise the
expenditure of that money, in the hope
that it would complete an experiment car-
ried out by the previous Minister over
a long pericd of time. I sincerely hope
that the cores brought up by that diamaond
drilling will prove the existence of further
cre hodies; because the town in which this
mine is located needs a boost such as would
gedprovided by the rediscovery of the ore
odies.

1t was suggested by Mr. Teahan that the
water problem in the Murchison might be
solved by means of a hydrological survey.
Surveys of this nature have been under-
taken by the Mines Department in agri-
cultural areas, particularly the drier ones.
1t may be some considerable time, how-
ever, before work of this nature could be
contemplated for the Murchison. Then Mr.
Jones suggested that the cost to the Gov-
ernment of boring for water might be les-
sened and more water found if the boring
plants were leased to private owners. 1In
this connection, I must state that the pri-
mary duty of the Mines Department’s hy-
drological section is fo explore the drier
agricultural areas with a view to obtaining
the fullest information as te the existence
and the extent, or the non-existence, of
underground water supplies. It was not
originally intended that the section should
serve as a water-drilling organisation for
individual farmers. Ifs objects are scien-
tific and exploratory, and once it is able to
prove that water supplies exist, the in-
formation will be published so that farmers
and others can then engage drilling con-
tractors to put down bores for individual
requirements.
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When the project was first mooted, there
was such a demand from farmers in the
dry areas for water that the Mines Depart-
ment was somewhat side-tracked from its
original responsibility. At the present
time, we are back on the main objective;
that is, geological examination of difficult
water areas, followed by drilling in order
to define water accumulation and quality.

Difficulties he had experienced in Bus-
selton and Margaret River were instanced
by Mr. Jones in regard to obtaining in-
formation about a visit to the Yallingup
Caves. 1 have reported this to the ap-
propriate authorities, whe mentioned that
the tourist bureaus at Busselton and Mar-
garet River are subsidised by the Govern-
ment at the rate of 10s. for every £1 raised
by the local bureau, with a maximum sub-
sidy of £750 in any one financial year.
Management of these bureaus is by a local
committee and the Government Tourist
Bureau itself is not represented on the
committee of management,

It was suggested to me that Mr. Johes
might have been referring to Lake Cave
and Mammoth Cave, both of which are held
on lease by the Augusta-Margaret River
tourist bureau from the State Hotels. All
revenue from caves’ inspections at Marg-
aret River belongs to this bureau, which:
is responsijble for maintenance and guid-
ing fees. The Main Roads Department has.
been constructing a new road in the vie-
inity of these caves, and perhaps this was:
the cause of the lack of sufficient road
direction signs. The question of adequate:
signs will be taken up with the Augusta-
Margaret River tourist bureau. The new
cave at Augusta will be ready for public
inspection before the next Christmas
holiday period, and adequate road direc-
tion signs will be erected.

I now return to the speech made by
Mr. Wise. I congratulate Mr. Wise on
his interesting and constructive speech on
the North-West, particularly in regard to
the problem of water. I handed a copy
of the speech to the Minister for the
North-West who, I might say, has taken
it with him to read on his present trip
to that part of the State.

The honourable member suggested it
would be of benefit to members and Min-
isters if the House were to periodically
adjourn for a week. On this suggestion I
would like to make a few comments. It
would be of great advantage to Ministerss
if this were done as I am sure the hon-
ourable genileman who made this SUBEes~
tion would appreciate from the experi-
ence he has gained whilst holding the vari-
ous portfolios he has held in the past.
Mr. Strickland, too, who held the posi-
tion of Leader of this House for quite
some time, would also know what a week
off would mean to those who oecupy the
seats held by Mr. Logan and myself,
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In these positions & Minister works as
long a&s 16 hours a day in his office. I
have discussed this matter with Mr. Logan.
my colleague, and he agrees with me that
it would be appreciated if the Legislative
Council could adjourn for a week from
time to time because it would enable us
to accede to the many requests that are

. made from the country for us to visit
those parts. It would also enable private
members to deal with the work they are
called upon to do; more particularly those
members who represent provinces in the
country.

So whenever it is possible to adjourn
this Chamber—at the convenience of all
members, of course—I will make it my
business to see that it is done. However,
if such action is taken I hope it will not
be used as evidence against us in that
some people may criticise the Legislative
Council for the reduced number of sittings.
In that vein I would say that no com-
parison can be made bhetween the Legis-
lative Assembly and the Legislative Coun-
cil. In this Chamber there are 30 mem-
bers whilst inh another place there are
50.

Further, the business of this House is
quite different from that in another place.
For example, we do not deal with Esti-
mates here, which saves a great deal of
time. As a result we can deal with legis-
lation more expeditiously than members
-in another House are sometimes able to
-do. I will indeed be pleased to adopt the
suggestion put forward by the honourable
}?:beer whenever the opportunity affords
-dtself.

Mr, Watson suggested that I might ex-
amine the royalties charged on certain
minerals, which, he said he had been in-
formed, represented in not a few cases the
difference between a profit and no profit.
I advise the honourable member that
the royalties charged under the Mining
Act are in every case extremely nominal.
Authority alse exists for such royalties to
be waived or suspended at will, and this
has been done in the cases of minerals
Wt]:]IiCh are not at present entirely profit-
able.

There are other difficulties which bring
about & situation of this nature such as
transport costs and the like whereby a
company requests the Minister to waive
the royalty for a time and I have been
able to accede to some of these requests
speriodically. Nevertheless I believe the
State should be entitled to receive a nomi-
nal royaliy from the operations of such
companies. Two companies can go into
the field and hold exactly the same area
of land and yet whilst one company is
struggling the other is making wonderful
profits; and if a small royalty is imposed
no harm is done to the struggling com-
pany because the royalty is charged only
o1 a production basis.

- [COUNCIL.}

The Hon. H. K. Watson: Not on the

basis of its profits?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: No; on the
basis of its production generally. The hon-
ourable member can rest assured that I
will not impose royalties which will ser-
fously affect any operations.

The honourable member raised two
issues which, in themselves, are separate,
but which are related through their joint
effect on the Consolidated Revenue Bud-
gets of the States. These were the abolition
of stamp and probate duties, and the ab-
olition of interest charges to the States on
loan monies provided from Commonwealth
revenue, In general terms, it may be said
quite fairly that neither of the honourable
member’s proposals would bring any ad-
vantages to the States or their citizens.

Taking the seven Australian Govern-
ments as a whole, there is a certzin
amount of money required to maintain
their services and public investment pro-
grammes. This requirement can be found
from one source only—the people of Aus-
tralin—and if it is not raised directly by
one Government, it must be obtained by an-
other. In general, any reduction in the
amount available to the Commonwealth
means either less Commonwealth services
and less transfers to the Siates or, alter-
natively, an increase in Commonwealth
taxation in order to offset the reduction
in other income. There would appear to
be no constitutional bar to the proposal
to abolish State stamp and probate duties
and replace them by a Commonwealth
reimbursement. However, ever since the
States lost the power to levy income tax,
the constant argument of all State Pre-
miers has been that Commonwealth re-
imbursements are too small, and that
flexibility in raising State revenue to pro-
vide funds for implementing Govern-
ment policy has been drastically reduced.

We know only too well how convenient
it is at times for Governments to kick the
political football around when dealing with
loan funds. The abolition of stamp and
probate duties would further reduce the
capacity of all States to raise their own
revenues and, in consequence, there would
be a further reduction in the financial
independence of the States. If carried to
its logical conclusion, the argument of
Mr. Watson would lead to the abolition of
all State taxes and greater financial
dependence on the Commonwealth, which
is not altogether desirable.

Although principles of equity are diffi-
cult to apply consistently in any taxing
measure—it having been said there is no
equity of treatment in taxation—it would
seem much fairer to levy taxes, as at pre-
sent, on people who enter into various
transactions according to the frequency
of those transactions, rather than spread
the burden on other sections by an increase
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in Commonwealth direct or indirect taxa-
tion so as to finance the additional reim-
bursement to the States.

The Hon, G. €. MacKinnon: That does
nof answer the problem of the difference
hetween the States.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: No, perhaps
it does not. It is difficult to see how abolition
of interest on loan money provided from
Commonwealth revenue could be of any
advantage to a State. In the first place, the
existing Commonwealth revenue assistance
to the State is in large measure determined
by the budgetary position of those States
and already takes account of the total
interest charges to be met. If these interest
charges were reduced, the first consequence
might naturally be a reduction in Com-
monwealth transfers to the States,

The Commonwealih Government has
argued in favour of its current practice by
pointing to the fact that the interest re-
coveries are credited to a trust fund and
used towards the redemption of unremun-
erative war debt. If this interest were not
available for that purpose, the redemption
would need to be financed from Common-
wealth revenue. This would mean that
there would be less revenue available for
transfer to the States, either as revenue
grants or support to loan market raisings.

Taking the two factors together, and
assuming Mr. Watson's argument that the
annual interest charge on revenue funds
is roughly equal to the collections from
stamp and probate duties, there could be
no real advantage to the States. Less
money would be raised from the public and
there would, therefore, be less available for
the seven Governments. This must mean
either a reduction in the services given to
the public or an increase in other taxa-
tion in order to allow continuance of the
services at their present level,

Mr. Watson also suggested that the In-
dustry (Advaneces) Act should be reviewed
with the object of clearly defining to whom
assistance under the Aect shall be given.
The Chairman of Commissioners of the
Rural and Industries Bank considers this
is a matter for submission to the Crown
Law Authorities to whom I have referred
the honourable member's remarks.

That honourable member, and Mr.
Mattiske, expressed concern that some
terminating building societies had bheen
formed not for the primary reason
of applying Commonwealth-State housing
agreeement funds to the entire benefit
of home builders, but with the intention
of making a profit for those persons
who had formed the societies. Both
those members suggested that I should
have a eclose investigation made of the
activities of these societies. I might men-
tion that I am conscious of the short-
comings of this position. I might say
also that I received a deputation on the
26th July from the permanent building
gocieties and undertook to discuss this
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matter with the Chief Secretary on his
return to office. As members know, the Chief
Secretary, who is the Minister administer-
ing building societies, has been unsable to
attend his office recently because of ill-
health.

A recommendation has been made for
the adoption of new legislation, the intent
being to provide a legal framework within
which co-operative huilding societies
might operate, rather than have the
present unsatisfactory precedure of regis-
tration under the Building Societies Act,
which was not really designed for such
societies. It appears that, so far as the few
terminating societies which are operating
are concerned, the existing law is being ch-
served. However, I would agree that the
whole position is not entirely satisfactory.

Members may be interested to hear a
brief history of the allocations ito build-
ing societies under the Commonwealth
and State Housing Agreement Act of 1956,
This agreement operated from the 1st
July, 1956, and, when allocations were con-
sidered, negotiations were made with the
existing societies; six permanent and two
Starr-Bowkett. The conditions of the allo-
cations were the subject of agreement
between the State Housing Commission
and the Federal Minister for National
Development. Allocaiions for 1956-57 were
made to seven societies, inciuding the W.A.
Starr-Bowkett, which, at that time, was
registered as a terminating society. The
Fremantle society, the Swan society and.
the mutual society later declined their
allocations of £62,620, £20,320 and £33,220:
respectively.

An amount of £54,160 of the declined
allocations was transferred to the Rural
and Industries Bank, making the bank’s
total for the year £174,160. The Thornlie
No. 1 Building Society was allotted £65,000.
This soclety was the first of the new ter-
minating societies, and all the loans were
granted by the society to erect homes at
Thornlie.

The 1957-58 allocations were again made
to the four permanent societies, and £40,000
each to two societies sponsored by the
Thornlie group. A further £40,000 was
set aside to be alloeated to a new terminat-
ing society. This amount was later allo-
cated to another society sponsored hy the
Thornlie group.

Allocations for 1958-59 were made to the
four permanent societies, ten terminating
societies and the Rural and Industries
Bank. The terminating societies were
mainly sponsored by builders and agents
at that time.

For 1959-60, applications were received
from the four permanent societles plus
one new one, and 48 other terminating
societies. So members can see how these
societies grew over a period of 12 months.
Allpcations were discussed, as in previous.
years, with a representative of the Federal
Department of National Development, and.
it was decided that allocations would be.
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conditional on a written undertaking that
directors were not directly or indirectly
associated with a building firm, land
agency or land development firm. And
that was done at my request, because I
felt that the original intent of the forma-
tion of the terminating building societies
was not being fulfiled and, in order to

Details of alloeations in each year are—

[COUNCIL.]

try to fulfil what was intended in the first
place, I gave advice to my Housing Com-
mission officers, that they were to sort
these applications on that basis. As a re-
sult, allccations were made to the five
permanent societies, seven terminating
]sgociities and the Rural and Industries
anlk,

1956-57 1957-58 1958-59 1959-60
£ £ £ £
Permanent Societics . 360,840 (4) 390,200 (4) 375,000 (4) 495,000 {5)
Terminating Societies ... 65,000 (1} 120,000 (3) 441,048 (10) 380,000 (7)
Rural and Industries Bank 174,160 89,800 106,000 50,000
£600,000 £600,000 £022,948 £025,000

Mr. Jeffery waxed caustic regarding
the amount of space devoted in The
West Australian newspaper in support
of the Liberal-Country Party combina-
tion during the election campaign. We
enjoyed the benefit of a very humorous
speech when the honourable memhber sug-
gested that Mr. Logan and I were close bed
fellows, or words to that effect. The
honourable member's rematks pale into
insignificance however when it is remem-
bered that the Labour Government had the
temerity to charge to State trading con-
<¢erns the amount of £795 8s. 8d., it spent
©on political advertising in The West
Australian and Sunday Times newspapers;
-and this was the taxpayers’ money!

The Hon. G. E. Jeffery: The Minister's
-clerks have mis-read my speech.

The Hon. A, F. GRIFFITH: It is still
interesting to relate the expenditure of
£795 8s. 8d. This cost was charged
equally to the State Engineering Works,
State Hotels, W.A. Meat Export Works,
Wyndham Freezing Works, State Ship-
ping Service and State Building Supplies.

The Hon. R. Thompson: Good advertis-
ing for them.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Ii was
a political measure in connection with the
election campaign: and the Labour Gov-
ernment saw fit to charge it to the tax-
payers. That amount was not paid until
after the 21st March, which was the date
of the election.

The provision of additional beds at the
Swan District Hospital to provide for
patients other than maternity patients
was sugeested by Mr, Jeffery. I advise the
honourable member that this is a matter
which is now under consideration, and it
is hoped that funds will be made available
this financial year to provide for the
necessary extensions for some general beds.
Another proposal of the honourable mem-
ber was that a room be set aside in each
Government high school for use as a sur-
gery for school dental officers. 'The Com-
missioner of Public Health has advised
that the school dental staff is insufficient
at present to cope with the needs of child-
ren in primary schools. Examinations have

- ernment.

to be spaced out at intervals that are too
long and, in the larger schools where there
are dentists in private practice in the
neighbourhood, no treatment is carried
out on certain age groups.

Mr. MacKinnon's thoughtful comments
and suggestions in regard to the work and
responsibilities of the courts have been
referred t¢ the Atlorney-General, who has
advised me he has read them with interest.

In referring to the construction of the
Serpentine main dam, Mr. Murray expres-
sed the hope that this Government would
he able to provide farmers on the Serpen-
tine River with a greater supply of water
from the river than did the Hawke Gov-
I have obtained a report in this
connection which indicates that, as a result
of representations in February last year by
the honourable Sir Ross McLarty, arrange-
ments were made for the daily release of
water from the pipeline for the benefit of
farmers. A similar release commenced in
January this year, a quarter of a million
gallons daily being released from just
below the “falls.”” This amount was in-
creased later in January, it being found
that settlers along the upper reaches of
the Serpentine obtained the lion’s share of
the release, leaving very little for those on
the lower reaches. The construction of
the dam cannot be blamed for the settlers’
water shortage. The recent long dry sum-
mers reduced to a minimum the flow of
water courses, including those streams be-
low the pipe head dam which, under normal
circumstances, would have supplied the
farmers’ needs.

The dry conditions also reduced to a
negligible quantity the flow into the dam.
Notwithstanding this, water was released
from the dam to the farmers. This pro-
vided a supply which, because of the cessa-
tion of the stream flow, would not have
been available in the same circumstances
prior to the construction of the dam.

The Hon. J. Murray: That is not true.

The Hon. A, F. GRIFFITH: 1 do
not know whether that is an insult, wil-
ful or otherwise, but I will check that up
for the honourable member. Mr. Davies
referred, in his speech, to an ex-employee
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of the Public Works Department who, on
being retrenched, found private employ-
ment which he soon left for the reason
that he was being underpaid. I do not
wish to pursue the matter of this under-
payment but to mention that, in view of
the honourable member’'s remarks during
the amendment to the Address-in-reply, I
obtained the appropriate Public Works De-
partment file.

This file discloses that the man in
question, together with a number of other
plumbers and carpenters, was discharged
from the Public Works Department on
the 30th April last. This was not only before
the present Government’s policy of re-
trenchment commenced, but was prior to
any decision made as to the policy to be
introduced in carrying out the retrench-
ments. These men were put off because, at
that time, there was insufficient work o
keep all hands employed. Those discharged
were the men whom the works managers
considered the least satisfactory workers.

The Hon. E. M. Davies: I do not
believe that so far as this man was con-
cerned. He had been there for 18 years.

The Heon. A, F. GRIFFITH: I am
supplying the information provided to me.
One foreman reported that this man had
never been much good since his apprentice-
ship days and showed no energy in his job.
Anather foreman bore with him for a long
time, and finally asked that he be trans-
ferred because it was too hard to keep him
working. His work did not improve after
transfer. It will be seen, therefore, that
the man himself was mainly to blame for
his discharge, which was nhothing to do
with my Government’s policy on day
labour. Mr. Davies further said the man
received only twa days' notice and no long
service leave payment. This is incorrect,
as the man was paid £133 16s, 4d. for pro
rata long service leave.

The Hon. E. M. Davies: He had not been
paid when I made that statement, but I
undersiand he was paid later,

The Hon. A, F. GRIFFITH: I am
the last person to doubt the honourable
member, but I will find out when the pay-
ment was made.

The Hon., E. M. Davies: I appreciate
the fact that you have made inquiries.

The Kon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Mr.
Davies asked that the provision of
additiona} sheltered anchorage areas for
fishing boats at Fremantle be dealt with as
expeditiously as possible. There is no
doubt that the provision of additional fac-
ilities is desirable and urgent, but there is
not unanimity of thought on technical
aspects; and the various matters are
actively under consideration. I can assure
the honourable member that the matter
will be dealt with as expeditiously as pos-
sible. Mr. Davies urged that something
be done to arrest the erosion that is taking
place on the foreshore between the City of
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Fremantle and South Beach, It is real-
ised that there is a reai need to arrest
this erosion, and proposals for constructing
groynes and renourishing areas by dredg-
ing have been propounded.

In this connection, the engineering as-
pects have not been finalised, but the
matter is being attended to with the least
possible delay. Mr. Willesee referred to
the high cost to residents of the North-
West of transporting furniture to their
homes. I quite agree that the cost of
items is increased substantially by the
addition of freight charges. However, this
applies not only to furniture but to all
other commodities, In view of the impor-
tance of the State Shipping Service as an
aid to the development of the North-West,
some loss is expected. As the honourable
member stated, this loss amounted to
£824,000 for the yealr ended the 31st Dec-
ember, 1958,

Sitting suspended from 9.45 to 10.7 p.m.

The magnitude of the loss on this ser-
vice and the fact that the freight schedule
incorporates many concessions, makes it
particularly difficult to reduce any further
the freight on individual items such as
furnifure.

My Government is deeply conscious of
the need to assist residents of the North-
West area of the State. The subsidy on
the aerial transport of perishable food-
stuffs has been provided in the past in an
endeavour to alleviate one of the more
difficult conditions, and this subsidy will
still be available in the future. For isola-
ted inland towns, and places where culti-
vation is impossible, the subsidy is avail-
able throughout the year. However, where
ports can be served by regular transport
con State ships and in places where gardens
can produce green vegetables locally, the
subsidy is available only during the hotter
months.

In recent months, the State Arbitration
Court heard evidence for the purpose of
reviewing the district allowance paid in the
northern area of the State. Full details of
the freight subsidy on the aerial transport
of perishable feoodstuffs, including the
period for which it is available, were
presented to the tribunal. In the light of
this evidence and the conditions of living,
the court decided upon new district allow-
ances amounting to practically twice the
rates payable previously. These increases,
which were effective from the 21st Janu-
ary, 1959, are:—

Wyndham from 38s. to 70s.
Onslow to Derby from 30s. to 60s,
Carnarvon from 15s. to 30s.

In the light of this very recent consid-
eration of conditions in the North, I doubt
whether further variations could be made
at this stage.

Information was sought by Mr. Willesee
regarding a proposal that a barrage, simi-
lar to that at the mouth of the River
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Murray in South Australia, be constructed
at the mouth of the Gascoyne River for the
purpose of cutiing off salt water from
the ocean and conserving additional stor-
age of water in river sands from small
flows. I can inform the honourable mem-
ber that this matter has been investigated
and is not, because the cost would he
extremely high, favoured by Public Works
officers; even if investigations indicated
that it would be possible to retain water
at any site. Also, the amount of water
conserved would, in any event, be very
limited, and the risk of flooding the town
would be increased.

Experience—after some two-and-a-half
years of the clay barrier constructed scme
distance upstream of the mouth—is that
there is no sound evidence that any overall
improvement in supply has been efiected.

It was suggested that if the construction
of & barrage at the mouth of the river is
not favoured, investigations be carried out
with a view to ensuring additional supplies
of water. In this connection, investiga-
tions are in train, the object being to assess
the possibility of obtaining additional sup-
plies from a basin located one-and-a-half
to two miles upstream from the bridge.

Several members spoke on the problems
attendant on the efforts needed to obiain
a secure tourist industry for Western Aus-
tralia. Efforts are in train for the acquis-
ition of suitable tourist bureau accommo-
dation in Sydney, Melbourne and Adelaide.
A number of premises have been offered
and inspected but, so far, finality has not
heen reached. In developing a theme
that our heauty spots have been neglected,
Dr. Hislop quoted as an example, South-
West rivers such as the Frankland and the
Deep Rivers at Nornalup, and the Black-
wood at Augusta. He mentioned how, ow-
ing to fallen trees and snags, these lovely
waterways were becoming less navigable
as the years went by. He said that on the
Blackwond River it was difficult to take a
boat past Molloy Island, if as far. I agree
with most of the honourable member’s re-
marks,

I am informed that many years ago Mr.
Tom Swarbrick, of Walpole, snagged and
marked with beacons & portion of the
Frankland River above the Nornalup
Bridge. Over the years, fallen trees have
not been removed, and today the river
above the bridge is navigable only by local
people. Last year o report was sought
from the Public Works Department as to
the cost of removing fallen trees from the
Frankland River to restore it to its con-
dition of 30 years ago. Mr. Swarbrick
agreed with the Public Works Department
to make an examination of the Frankland
River in the latter part of last summer,
when the water was clear, and then to
submit a price for removing snags up-
stream from the Nornalup Bridge for a
distance of four miles. Mr, Swarbrick has
not yet submitted a price, and further en-
quiries in this econnection are being made
by the Public Works Department.

[COUNCIL.]

There is no doubt that the Franklanhd
and the Deep Rivers are picturesque, and
that every effort should be made to make
them freely navigable and of attraction for
the visitors and local residents. I have
been advised that, contrary to Dr, His-
lop’s assertion, the Blackwood River is
navigable for many miles beyand Molloy
Island and that it is possible to take small
launches as far upstream as Alexander
B:jidge, a river distance of about 21 or 22
miles.

The Heon. G, C, MacKinnon:
to know the route darned well.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Waork is
proceeding on deepening the channel
across a bar abouf one mile upstream from
the river mouth. When-this work is com-
pleted and a few navigation beacons are
erected, the river should prove most attrac-
tive to holiday-makers. It is possible, of
course, that use of the river will reveal
hidden hazards that will require attention.
The Premier has given notice in another
place of his intention to introduce a bill for
the creation of a tourist development
authority. Intensive efforts are to be made
to increase tourist activity, and this may
lead to assistance to local authorities in
the clearing of river hazards,

In discussing accommodation for Empire
Games athletes and officials, Dr. Hislop
suggested that assistance might be given
for the construction, at an earlier time
than anticipated, of dormitories at the
new Hale Schoot site. I am informed that
the Hale School authorities are haopeful of
being in their new premises by the end
of 1960. Quite apart from the fact that
I think Hale School could not accommo-
date many athletes, I think there would
be certain attendant difficulties in accom-
modating these people. One must under-
stand athietes. They are highly trained
people. The athletes with whom we will
be concerned, will have to be in such a
state of training that they will be able to
go through the period of the games in
Perth, in November, 1962,

At the econclusion of games such as these,
forces are unleashed which might make it
necessary to do a certain amount of main-
tenance to the buildings. I do not want
that to be construed, in any way, shape or
form, as criticism of any of our visitors.
From the inquiries I have made in Mel-
bourne, and in other places, regarding the
manner in which athletes at these games
should be housed, it appears that it is best
to house them in homes built in an area
such as that which has been offered to the
Government by the Perth City Council. I
is only in houses such as are envisaged
that athletes can get the protection they
require over their training period. When
the games are finished the houses are a
readily realisable asset.

The Hon. H. K. Watson: I should say,
subject tg your maintenance.

You have
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The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: That is so.
As Minister for Housing I have gone very
carefully into this matter with the officers
of the State Housing Commission. The
original estimate of the requirements for
the Empire Games is very much out of line
so far as the previous Minister for Hous-
ing is concerned. I am led to believe from
Press reports and correspondence that he
thought the Empire Games village could
be huilt for something like £300,000. But
let me assure members that it cannot
possibly be built for that amount, if the
land at Floreat Park is to be used. The
Housing Commission is satisfied that the
cost will be in the vicinity of £750,000, a
sum very much in excess of the original
estimate.

I have heen to Canberra and I have
interviewed the Minister for National De-
velopment (Senator Spooner}. I put the
particular problem in which Western Aus-
tralia finds itself to him, and the Premier
has now written to the Prime Minister
asking for a special loan to be made avail-
eble to Western Ausfralia for the purpose
of constructing the Empire Games village.
It will be appreciated that it is not my
desire—and I have been assured by the
Commonweaith Treasury that it wouid not
be a good idea—merely to get an additional
loan in our housing funds for that particu-
lar year and repay it in the year following,
because, under the Commonwealth-State
rental agreement, we are now =zllocated
about £3,000,000 each year, and with the
additional £1,000,000 we would have
£4,000,000 for that year.

In the following yvear we would have
only £2,000,000 and that would have a far
greater impact on the building industry in
this State than it could stand. I have
asked the Federal Minister for Housing for
this loan to be in addition to ocur normal
housing requirements, and I am impat-
iently awaiting a favourable reply from the
Commonwealth Government in this regard.

The Hon. H. K. Watson: What about
taking a leaf out of my book and asking
for £1,000,000 interest free?

The Hon, A. F. GRIFFITH: I do not
know whether I have taken a leaf out of
the honourable member’s book but I have
asked for the money to be interest free up
to a period of three months after the com-
pletion of the games.
¢ 'Ic'lhe Hon. J. G. Hislop: That is chicken

eed.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I think it is
a reasonable approach to the situation.

The Hon. F. J. S. Wise: It could be a
grant out of surplus revenue.

The Hon. H. C. Strickland: The Com-
monwesalth gave much more than that to
the Victorian Government for the Olym-
pic Games.

The Hon. A. F, GRIFFITH: That is not
quite right. The Victorian Government
built the Olympic Village out of its normal

753

housing loan allocations. I made exhaus-
tive inquiries into this matter because of
the problem we have here, and 1 found
that the Olympic Village was built, and,
over the period that the athletes were
there, nobody else occupied the houses; but
as soon as the games were over the Vie-
torian Government was able to allow
people to move into them. On that basis
it did not make any difference to the Vic-
torian Government’s housing loan alloca-
tion beyond the fact that the Premier of
Victoria was granted an additional
£800,000 for that particular year, which
gave him an expenditure of £1i0,800,000.

The Hon. H. C. Strickland: Wasn't a
loss incurred?

‘The Hon. A. P, GRIFFITH: Yes, but I
do not know to what extent. My Qdiscus-
sion in this regard is limited to the gues-
tion of housing as all the other matters
are outside my portfolic. All I have to do
is ensure that the athletes are housed. As
regards the money being interest-free, I
have asked for it to be paid by progress
payvments gver & period of three years, as
we require it, and for no interest to be
charged until three months after the
games have heen completed.

‘The money will then be repaid, not in
one lump sum but by a gradual process. I
hope if that is done it will be a satisfactory
conclusion to the whole matter. The
houses cannot be built for letting hecause,
on an economic basis, taking into account
the land on which they are built, the price
would be far heyond the means of the
average person. This is brought about by
the value of the land, and the only logical
thing to do is to sell the houses when the
games are over.

The Hon. H. C. Strickland: The land
belongs to the Perth City Council?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Yes.

The Hon. H, C. Strickland: The coun-
cil is not selling it to the Goverrunent?

The Hon. A. P. GRIFFITH: The coun-
cil is making the land available to the
Government for nothing, and in return
the Government has agreed to provide the
essential services and build the roads. Con-
struction of the houses will be on a con-
tract basis.

The Hon. H. K. Watson: Are you likely
to have the position arising that a house
of a comparatively low value will be built
on land the price of which is out of all
proportion to what it ought to be consid-
ering the price of the house?

The Hon. A. P, GRIFFITH: No. To the
best of our ability we have given an assur-
ance to the council, and to the people who
live in the area and who are concerned
about the question of the value of the
houses to be built, that the houses will be
in conformity to the general value of the
other houses in the district. I am not
suggesting that they will cost £7,000 or
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£8,000, but the average will be about
£4,500—some will cost less and some will
cost considerably more.

The Hon. J. . Hislop: Plus the land.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: The land is
not included in that figure because the
cost is not calculable, the land having been
handed over to the Government.

The Hon. H. K. Watson: When you are
selling—

The PRESIDENT: I think the Minister
should proceed with his speech and address
the Chair,

The Hon. A. F, GRIFFITH: These in-
terjections—

The PRESIDENT: They are highly dis-
orderly.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: —are help-
ful in informing members of what is going
on. As regards the value of the land, it
will be absorbed in other ways, which is
not usual with the normal construction of
a housing area. For instance, in a normal
housing area all the Commission is re-
quired to do is build the roads and provide
the other services such as electricity, gas
and so on. But on this occasion, to con-
form with the Perth City Council’s speci-
fications, the road construction will be
greater than is normally the case with
Housing Commission projects. Also, there
will be the cost of grassing certain areas,
and it is my desire that the houses in the
subdivision shall be buili on a competitive
basis in order to give private enterprise
moere encouragement and more particularly
to advertise the fact that the Games are
being held in Western Australia.

Because of the maintenance factor, the
cost of grassing, and the necessity to put
down bores to provide water, I think we
will find that most of the value of the land
will be covered. Nevertheless, it is still a
reasonable and I think quite generous offer
on the part of the Perth City Council.

The Hon. J. G. Hislop: How many
houses do you envisage?

The Hon. A. P. GRIFFITH: Approxim-
ately 150,

The Hon. J. G. Hislop:
least to a house.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Yes, that
will he the average.

That is 10 at

The Hon. L. A, Logan: Is a cook to be

supplied with each house?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: The ath-
letes will only sleep in the premises; they
will not eat in them., Within the con-
fines of the whole planned area the Perth
City Council will construct mess huts
which will be faken down and removed
when the Games are over, and that par-
ticular area will become a park or reserve.
I sincerely hope that an attractive resi-
dential area, with a park in the centre,
will be the resuit.

fCOUNCIL.]

Dr. Hislop mentioned that it had been
announced that plans were in mind to
build a hostel in Wellington Street to house
certain types of patients from the country.
The position is that the Royal Perth Hos-
pital Board of Management has hot yet
considered the matter in any detail; nor
has any finance been set aside for the pro-
posal to provide hostel accommodation for
patients who need the special methods of
investigation available at the hospital, but
who do not require full nursing and other
care, When the time comes for this plan
to be put into operation, all factors, includ-
ing those mentioned by Dr. Hislop will he
taken into consideration.

He stated that it was a great mistake
that “C” class hospitals were not graded,
and he said that they should be transferred
from local to departmental control. In this
regard, the department considers “C” class
hospitals satisfy a real need in hospital
care for those patients needing nursing
care under medical supervision, but not
reguiring the full resources of a general
hospital. I am advised they are privately
owned and are not under the control of
local authorities.

The Hospitals Benefit Fund has given an
assurance that if a doctor certifies that
any such patient should rightly be treated
as an “A” class hospital patient, (that is,
& patient needing some but not all, of the
higher grade facilities of a general hos-
pital), the fund will pay a benefit in
addition to that of the Commonwealth
Government. A considerable responsibil-
ity therefore rests on the doctor giving
such a certificate.

The honourable member said that the
proposal to build. a 60-bed hospital at
Osbhorne Park was not an economical pro-
position. However, the need for additional
land, and a recent decision by a religious
hody to build hospital additions at Wemb-
ley, have resulted in a decision to redesign
and re-site the Osborne Park hospital.

Dr. Hislop in his contention that it
would be much better to provide for a
larger number of beds than a mere 60 or
50 when construeting new hospitals, may
not have taken into account one factor in
hospital planning. This is related to the
initial capital cost, which is always a
problem, As is the situation in other
States, loan funds are inadeguate. 'This
applies particularly to Western Australia,
and makes it impossible to plan in the way
indicated by the honourghle member.

He said that the siting of the South

-Perth Community Hospital was a mistake.

However, this hospital of under 50 beds is
not run at a loss. It has a very able local
committee of management, and, so far,
has required no annual subsidy from the
State. The committee is to be congratu-
lated on the public-spirited enthusiasm
which the local people have for their
hospital.
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I have been closely associated with the
construction of the South Perth Hospital
since the day when I was one of the mem-
bers of Parliament who persuaded the Mc-
Larty-Watts Government to provide the
sum of £45,000 for its construction.

That amount was given, together with
a contribution of £45,000 from the Lotteries
Commission over three years at the rate of
£15,000 a year. I say without fear of con-
tradiction that if there were more com-
munities like South Perth, in which many
of the residents are prepared to do much
for the district, then the problem of pro-
viding hospitals would not be as great as
it is. That building in South Perth is a
tribute to the efforts of the people of
South Perth, who maintain it at a high
standard.

Dr. Hislop feels that there is no reason
why the Public Health Department should
inaugurate a pathological branch at the
Chest Hospital when there is a very cap-
able Pathological Department at the
Royal Perth Hospital. I am advised that
between 1948 and 1954, the laboratories in
the Royal Perth Hospital were planned
and conducted by the Public Health De-
partment. In 1954 they were reported on
by an eminent Sydney Hospital patholo-
gist at the reguest of the hospital board,
and he expressed the opinion they were the
best equipped of any hospital laboratory
in Australia.

From 1954 onwards, they have been pro-
gressively handed over to the control of the
hospital hoard, O©Of course, the advent of
the Medical School two years ago has
meant an enlargement of their scope, but
the spadework had been done long before
this.

It is & respongibility of a Public Health
Department to ensure that essential lab-
oratory facilities necessary for the treat-
ment of disease are available to the people
of the State. In areas where it is not
practicable for this to be done hy well-
trained and adegquately gqualified patholo-
gists in private practice, then the depart-
ment must supply them itself. Modern
medical and surgical treatment necessi-
tates the immediate availability of certain
laboratory investigations, the need for
which is pressing and urgent. They must,
therefore, be available on the spot 24 hours
a day. Hence the need for small branch
laboratories in certain country hospitals.
The question of competition with private
practice does not arise.

At the same time, the Public Health
Laboratory service must perform a great
many laboratory investigations for specific
public health and epidemiological needs,
and some of these may well be done in
these country laboratories.

The department finds it difficult to
understand Dr. Hislop's reference to the
laboratory in the Perth Chest Hospital,
The departmental officers state that that
important hospital needs its own labora-
tory service, and that it is sensible and
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economic for this to be provided by the
Public Health Laboratory, which is housed
in the hospital, and so avoid duplication.

The Royal Perth Hospital laboratory
now exists to service primarily its own
hospital needs. The heads of its various
departments are already finding that their
accommodation and staff are barely suffi-
cient for this purpose. They have also
willingly agreed to undertake certain
selected consultative work at a high level,
which is as it should be. Therefore, all
the laboratory work of the Royal Perth
Hospital is performed in its own laborator-
ies and in none other.

The remarks of Mr. Cunningham re-
garding reduction in income suffered by
police officers as a result of the conver-
sion to a 40-hour week have been submit-
ted to the Minister for Police. In the
meantime, I can say that it was by direc-
tion of the previous Government that the
Police Force is progressively being brought
into line with other sections of the com-
munity who work a 40-hour week.

The police award has, for many years,
provided for a 40-hour week for its mem-
bers but, due to difficulties in building up
the strength during the war and post-
war years, police officers have been re-
guired to work a %6-hour fortnight, and
have received paymeni at the rate of time
and a half for two days in each pay per-
iod; in ather words, they are paid for 17
days in each pay period.

It is expected that the change to the
4(-hour week will be completed by the end
of this financial year. The honourable
member stated the force had not obtained
the intake of recruits needed. However, I
am advised that applicants of a very good
type have applied for admission to the
foree in greater humbers than is required
to recruit to the establishment necessita-
ted by the change; namely, 76 in the first
period which was to reduce the force to a
44-hour week and which was completed
as at the 1lst July, and 90 in the current
pericd—including allowance for wastage—
to have the force on a 40-hour week hy the
end of the financial year.

The applicants are from all walks of life
and include many fully-trained and quali-
fted tradesmen. When employed for a 40-
hour week, the lowest-paid police officer,
immediately following his recruit training,
would receive at the present time a weekly
salary of £20 15s. 9d., including lodging
allowance. In addition, he is provided
with uniform clothing and receives free
medical attention throughout his service.
In each eight-hourly period of duty a
police officer is permitted a forty-minute
meal break in departmental time.

Salary rates increase by periods of ser-
vice, a constable going from £20 15s. 9d.—
including allowance for quarters—to
£24 9s, 4d. at 20 years' service, for a 40-
hour week at the present scale. Sergeants
receive—including lodging allowance—an
amount of from £25 17s. 8d. to £27 9s. 11d.
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per week of 40 hours. Inspectors, for
whom no hours of duty are specified, re-
ceive from £38 15s. 3d. to £41 5s. 8d. per
week, which includes allowances for cloth-
ing and quarters only.

The honourable member also referred to
the shortage of vehicles for police work. I
am told that at the 30th June, 1958, the
Department had in service 248 motor
vehicles, including motor cycles, or one for
every 3.9 officers. In addition, 95 officers
were authorised to use their privately-
owned vehicles on departmental service;
and they received payment at the rates
preseribed in the award. This would work
out at one vehicle to 2.8 officers.

I can assure the honourable member
that the matter of the need for depart-
mental transport at outstations is con-
tinuously under review, and vehicles are
being made available in accordance with
that need. Two outstations, at which the
mileage required is high, are being sup-
plied with departmental cars in the pre-
sent financial year.

In regard to bicycles, these are made to
special specifications to meet the particu-
larly heavy usage to which normally they
would be subjected, and they are assemb-
led by the staff at the transport section of
the Police Department. Stocks of spares
for these machines are held there. Minor
repairs or replacements are invariably car-
ried out at the station to which the cycle
is supplied. Cycles are sent to Perth only
when they have hecome s0 aged or worn
that replacemeni may be necessary, or a
major replacement of parts is called for.

Mr. Cunningham unfavourably com-
pared the exterior appearance of schools
on the Trans.-line with the interior
condition. He explained this by stating
that as the Commonwezlth Government
owned the buildings the outsides were
nicely painted and clean while the in-
sides, which were a State responsibility,
were drab and dirty. He is not entirely
correct as, of the schools on the {rans.-
line, only Zanthus is the property of the
Commonwealth. The Teachers' quarters,
however, are the property of the Common-
wealth for which the State pays rent.

Although the schools, with the exception
of Zanthus, belong to the State Govern-
ment the Commonwealth Railways carry
out maintenance at their convenience. In
regard to these schools, Coonana was
painted externally in February, 1958. In-
ternal renovation will be considered for
recommendation at the next inspection in
November, 1959. At Haig, internal main-
tenance was due in August, 1958, and ex-
ternal maintenance will be due in October,
1960. At Zanthus—which is rented from
the Commonwealth—the parents and citi-
zens' association is prepared to carry out
the work if the Public Works Department
will supply the necessary paint. The dis-
trict superintendent reported in Novem-
ber, 1958, that internally the Rawlinna
building was very good, and that the Reid
building was in good condition.

[COUNCIL.]

Mrs. Hutchisen, in her perennial attack
on the Legislative Council, made reference
to the cost of the House to the taxpayers.
As I have already advised the honourable
member, the cost of the Legislative Coun-
cil, excluding Hanserd and printing ex-
penditure, was £86,921 in 1958-59. It is
of interest in studying this fisure to note
that the thirty members of the Counecil
and the five staff pay £65,000 a year in
taxation. So it can almost be said that the
Council pays for itself.

The Hon, F. J. 8. Wise: It is self-sup-
porting. That is a new angle!

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: There is
nothing new under the sun.

The Hen. F. J. 8. Wise: As the Presi-
dent once said, “Except you.”

The Hon. A. F, GRIFFITH: Mrs. Hut-
chison expressed disappointment at the
decision not to proceed with the erection
of single-unit flats in South Perth. In
this regard I desire {0 make some explana-
tion for the benefit of this House. This
project which was to cost in the vicinity of
£400,000 was brought to my noiice shorily
after the Government changed hands and
I became Minister for Housing. It was
put to me that a prompt decision was re-
quired, because it was desired to go on with
some of the work.

I obtained the relevant file, asked some
questions and made some inguiries, I
found that the land upon which these flats
were to be erected cost the commission
some £4,500. I also learned that in order
to provide stormwater drainage and fllling,
and in order to beautify the site of some
three acres, a cost of £20,000 would be in-
volved., That was before the building was
commenced. I was hot disposed to make
a decision which would enable this work
to 20 on as quickly as that.

If it is possible to assure the honour-
able member, I will assure her that there
was no political influence in the decision
arrived at to stop the building of those
flats. It was a decision by the Govern-
ment that it was better to spend that
money in providing houses for men and
women and their families in private units,
and I share that view. Therefore it was
decided, instead of proceeding with that
project, to expend the money in building
private units of housing.

It is interesting to observe that the
architect who prepared the plans for these
flats at South Perth received £1,749 15s. 6d.
from the State Housing Commission, but
the plans were thrown to one side
and a new set of plans prepared by the
Commission itself. The point of interest
is that £1,750 went down the drain.

The Hon. H. C. Strickland: At one time
your Government paid a large sum which
went down the drain.

The Hon. A. F, GRIFFITH: I know
nothing about that. This money was spent
but nobody seemed to obtain any benefit
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but the architeet. Mrs. Hutichison ob-
jected to the decision of the Gov-
ernment, because she said the project was
to inelude single-unit flats which could
have been occupied by single persons. The
other day I received a deputation from a
women's organisation representing 34,000
single, widowed or divorced women who
were left to their own resources. They
asked if it were possible for the Govern-
ment to provide housing for single women.
It was a very difficult matter to deal
with. It resolved itself into a question
of whether the Government was to take
on the responsibility for housing the peo-
ple of this State. I do not think that is
really intended.

However, I am anxious to do something
for those people who saw me, and who are
in need of single-unit accommeodation, In
a few days I hope to make an announce-
ment which will be pleasing to some of
them; namely, the widows who are unable
to pay high rentals for accommodation. I
hope to bring that matter to a culmina-
tion within the next few days.

The Hon. H. C. Strickland: I am inter-
ested.
The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: 1 did want

to explain the situation in regard to that
matter. There was nothing political what-
ever in it. As Minister, I recommended to
the Government that that was what I
thought was the best thing to do. I may
be wrong, but nevertheless T am acting in
the manner I think correct.

The Hon. H. C. Strickland: We are
luecky that the Wandana flats are there.

The Hon, A, F. GRIFFITH: That is
gquestionable also. I am not now going to
criticise Wandana. It is a very large
block of flats housing a good many people.
The rents are not cheap although they are
not as high as some rents of private enter-
prise flats would be. They are purely on
an economic basis and not built under
conditions of rebates of. rents. They are
run very strictly, and they have to be on an
economic rent.

The Hon. H. C. Strickland: I remember
your fears when it was first proposed.

The Hon. L. A, Logan: The flats are
still there.

The Hon, A, F. GRIFFITH: Now that
they are constructed, who am I to critie-
ise? It was decided that they were to be
built and they have been. But let me say
they cost a terriffic amount of money, and
whether some Government in the future
will find that they are always economic I
am not in a position to say.

The Hon. H. C. Strickland: They are
economic now.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Yes, their
margins of profit are all right because they
are built with money borrowed on the
cheapest rate of interest that can be ob-
tained.
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Mr. Bennetts urged the development of
rock catchments for water supply purposes
in the Narembeen and Westonia districts,
and suggested that departmental officers
should inspect development work carried
out by a farmer near Narembeen. In this
connection, Public Works engineers re-
ported that experience has shown that
rock catchments do not possess a high
degree of reliability, as sources of supply,
for schemes to serve extensive areas of
farmlands.

Investigations of rock catchments as
potential sources of water supplies in
areas outside the boundaries of the com-
prehensive wajer supply scheme have been
made in the districts of East Narembeen,
South East Merredin, Westonia, East Dal-
wallinu, Koorda, Mt. Marshali, Mukinbud-
din, and Newdegate.

Some 23 large rock catchment gareas
have been surveyed and many others have
heen inspected. Of the total investigated,
only four showed promise of being capahle
of development as sources of supply for
areas of any extent. Some rock catchments
might be developed as sources of supply
for very limited areas—say one or two
farms—or as points from which water
might be carted. For example, departmen-
tal engineers inspected a rock catchment
supply developed by Mr. Crees near Koon-
adgin. This might be the supply referred
to by the honourable member. The en-
gineers found that the water supply as
developed was a good one and very sat-
isfactory for the property concerned, but
was too limited for consideration as a dis-
trict supply.

Mr. Lavery drew attention to the lack of
iree air treatment available at the Chest
Hospital, and said that seating accommo-
dation for patients was not available on
the flat roof of the hospital. The honour-
able member is evidently unaware that the
Chest. Hospital is not a sanitorium, but is
an acute hospital where the patients are
admitted for bed rest and for appropriate
forms of treatment. For those other pat-
ients who are commencing convalescence,
there are day rooms with seating accom-
modation. Additional chairs are on order
for seating on the roof. When renovations
have been completed at Wooroloo, there
will be more beds there for patients who
are up and about and who can be trans-
ferred from the Chest Hospital.

There was & matter raised by Mr.
Thompson in connection with the rents
charged to pensioners. He asked me, as
Minister for Housing, to ensure that there
would be no further increases in rents of
State houses, such as he said had been ex-
perienced during the regime of the pre-
vious Government. I would, for his hene-
fit, like to state that the Commonwealth
and State Housing Agreement Act, No. 25
of 1945, provides in clause 11 of the sched-
wle to the agreement made under that Act,
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that rental rebates be granted to those
families whose income precludes payment
of an assessed economic rent.

Clauses 11 and 12 are further amplified
by a code of practice issued by the Com-
monwealth and accepted by all States
which details how rental rebates will be
determined. The code provides that rents
are to be charged according to income ir-
respective of its source and nature. For ex-
ample, pensions for age, invalidity, etc,,
are, definitely scheduled as income and the
amount of rent is based on the amount of
pension received.

The extent of the henefit which is ac-
corded a pensioner-couple can be appre-
ciated from the fact that the code pro-
vides that each pension shall be treated
separately. Thus two pensioners resid-
ing together and each receiving a pens-
ion of £4 7s. 6d. per week are only obliged
to pay a rental of £1 3s. 0d. per week. Had
the income been recorded as £8 15s. 0d. per
week, the assessed rental under the code
would be £1 10s. 0d. per week. As pen-
sioner-couples are already receiving con-
siderable benefits from the State by the
provision of special housing for elderly
couples—I am referring to the cottage flats
that have been built, both in the country
and the metropolitan area—the Govern-
ment feels it cannot alter the present
scale of rent charges should a pension
increase occur.

It is pointed out that apart from accom-
modation buiit under the 1945 Housing
agreement with the Commonwealth, West-
ern Australia has extended the rebate con-
cession with regard to all the houses built
under the Commonwealth and State Hous-
ing Agreement Act of 1956—only Victoria
has followed suit—and the houses bhuilt
under the Act of 1952—dealing with the
Anglo-Iranian Refinery agreement. These
extra concessions are not, t¢ the best of
my knowledge and belief, matched by any
other State in the Commonwealth.

Therefore, it is not a matter of deliber-
ately increasing the rent in conneection
with age pensioners; the rents must be
based on some sort of income because they
are already very heavily rebated. In any
case, I do not know whether the honour-
able member is aware that there are in
some places in the metropolitan area
houses that have been occupied by tenants
since the years, say, 1845 and 1946, which
are being rented at a weekly rate of
something like 28s. to 32s., while many
other peaple are paying sums much greater
than that.

If those people who are paying the 28s.
or 30s. a week stay in those houses until
the breadwinner becomes 65, the rebates
allowed to the pensioner will reduce that
rent to 23s. a week, I think that the hon-
ourable member will agree that that is
more than a fair and equitable way of
dealing with people.

[COUNCIL.]

The Hon. R. Thompson:
the Minister’s answer,
facts as related.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: The hon-
ourable member said he hoped there would
not be any increase. They must be tied
to the basis of income and the basis, with
a pensioner, is the pension. Therefore it
does look as if on one hand we give and on
the other hand we take away, but that is
not the case. The increase in rent is
fractional on the increase in pension, but
it is necessary to have it done. Unfor-
tunately, the position exists where the
State Housing Commission, at the time I
became the Minister, had on its books
£110,000 worth of bad debts—money owing
by people who occupy State rental homes
but who do not think they ought to pay
their rent.

The Hon. H. C. Strickland: Out of how
many?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Frankly, I
do not know the number.

The Hon. H. C. Strickland: What is the
fortnightly income?

The Hon. A, . GRIFFITH: To be per-
fectly frank I cannot give the figures off-
hand, but I would supply them if the hon-
ourahle member would like me to. The
point I am making is that over a period of
years this £110,000 has been built up, and
the Commission is obliged to do something
about it.

The Hon. A. R. Jones. Hear, hear!

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: The Com-
mission has to tell rent collectors that they
must collect the rents, I have received
numerous reguests by members in this
House and members in another place when
pecple have been subject to an eviction
order by the members of the State Hous-
ing Commission. Understand that they
are the ones who deal with these things!
The Commission is the administrative
body dealing with these matters, and mem-
bers come to the Minister fo ask for at-
tention to particular cases.

I will not mention any names but the
other day I had one such request about
which Mr, Thompson knows. A fellow
owed a considerable amount of money and
had been given five opportunities previ-
ousty. Five eviction orders had been issued
against him and on flve occasions the
bailiff had been called off. I was asked
what could be done about him. Well,
the man had five children and he
was not paying his rent. There was only
cne thing to do—give him another op-
portunity. But I just wonder how long
this can go on.

The Hon. H. K, Watson: Why did he de-
serve another trial?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: It is com-
passion on hehalf of the children, of
course, that weakens my—

The Hon., L. A, Logan: Soft heart!

I appreciate
I was aware of the
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The Hon, A. F. GRIFFITH: Yes; that
‘brings out my feelings on the matter. No
one wants to see someone with a large
family put out of a house, but these people
are left no alternative in some cases.
In some instances large amounts of rent
are owing—even up to £120 and £130.
Some of the people who awe these amounts
have articles on time payment. For in-
stance, they are buying cars or fridges,
or such like.

The Hon. H, C. Simpson: The particu-
lar instance you menhtioned, is he un-
employved?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Yes, he is,
but he has been a bad tenant all the time.
The situation really concerns me. I do
not want to see the Commission being
hard on these people, but there is the
necessity to take some action because the
officers of the Commission are giving at-
tention to the problem. They want fo
see the Commission keep its head above
water, and it can only do that if it gets
the rents that accrue to it each week. It
amounts to the fact that when, for in-
stance, rebates are given to pensioners,
the other people have to continue to pay
rents in order that those rebates may bhe
granted.

I think that, to the best of my ability,
- I have covered most of the points raised
by members. If there is any matter which
I have cmitied, and the honourable mem-
ber concerned would communicate with
me personally or by letter, I shall cer-
tainly have pleasure in lgoking into the
problem for him.

Question put and passed; the Address
adopted.

Presentation of Address
On motion by the Minister for Mines,
resolved:

That the Address be presented to
His Excellency the Governor by the
President and such members as may
desire to accompany him.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING
1, Cattle Trespass, Fencing, and Im-
pounding Act Amendment.
Introduced by the Hon. A. L. Loton.
2, Child Welfare Act Amendment,

Introduced by the Hon. L. A. Logan,
(Minister for Local Government).

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL

THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (Suburban
-—Minister for Mines). 1 move—

That the House at its rising adjourn
till 2.30 p.m. tomorrow.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 11.3 p.m.
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Cloud-seeding technique, approach to
CS.LR.O..

Dental technlclans, examination ol pro-
posed legislation ..

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY, TENTH DAY—CON-
CLUSION :

Speakers on Address—
Mr. Lowis
Mr. Toms
Mr., W. Hegney
Mr, May
Mr. I. W. Manning ...
Mr. Andrew
Mr. J. Hegney
Mr. Rhatigan ...
Mr. Jamieson ...
Mr. Lawrencs ...
Mr. Brand
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7681
761

761
761
762
762
762

T62
762

763
763

763
7€3
7684

784

764

764
764

763
769
774
779
786
787
792
788

809
811



